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As part of the Williams Settlement, California Education Code Section 1240 requires that County Offices of Education visit schools identified in each county office’s respective county and report to each district and Board of Supervisors the results of the visitations to the schools in that particular district.  This report describes the results of the visits to the following schools in the Antioch Unified School District that took place in September, 2005:  Antioch Middle, Fremont Elementary, Kimball Elementary, and Marsh Elementary.  This is to certify that Antioch Unified School District meets the necessary criteria for sufficient instructional materials and submitted the 2004-05 School Accountability Report Card.  Antioch Unified School District did not meet the necessary criteria for facilities standards of good repair.

The purpose of the Contra Costa County Office of Education visits as specified in California Education Code Section 1240 was to insure:

1. That students have access to “sufficient instructional materials in four core subject areas (English language arts, mathematics, history/social science, science) and, as appropriate, science laboratory equipment, foreign languages, and health ”;

2. To assess compliance with facilities maintenance to determine the condition of a facility that “poses an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff”; and

3. To determine if the school has provided accurate data for the annual school accountability report card related to instructional materials and facilities maintenance.

The law further requires that the county superintendent annually monitor and review:

· Teacher assignments in Decile 1-3 schools, based on Academic Performance Index (API);

· Receive quarterly reports on complaints filed with the school district concerning insufficient instructional materials, teacher vacancies and misassignment and emergency or urgent facilities issues under the Uniform Complaint Procedure; and

· Expanded audit review authority in the areas of use of instructional materials program funds, teacher misassignment, and information reported on the school accountability report card.

The definitions of four basic terms used in this report are as follows:

· “Sufficient instructional materials” means every pupil, including English Language learners, has a textbook in the four core areas to use in class and to take home.

· “Facilities standards” means that each school district that receives state funding for facilities is required to establish a facilities inspection program and to ensure that each of the schools is maintained in good repair.

· “Good repair” is defined as maintaining schools that are clean, safe and functional.

· “Emergency condition” means a condition of the facility that poses an emergency and urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

The CCCOE findings during the visit to the Williams Settlement schools in Antioch Unified School District related to the three areas of instructional materials, facilities and the school accountability report card are summarized below:

Instructional Materials:

Antioch Unified School District has purchased sufficient instructional materials for the following core content areas for the schools listed below:

Fremont Elementary School, Kimball Elementary School, and Marsh Elementary School

Reading Language Arts:  Houghton Mifflin, Reading:  A Legacy of Literacy

Mathematics:  Saxon Math K-3; Scott Foresman Mathematics 4-5

History Social Science:  Harcourt Brace Social Studies

Science:  Foss Science Kits

Antioch Middle School

Reading Language Arts:  Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes

Mathematics:  Scott Foresman California Mathematics 6; Prentice Hall Pre-Algebra Grade 7; Prentice Hall Algebra 1 Grade 8

History Social Science:  Harcourt Brace Social Studies 6; Houghton Mifflin Across the Centuries 7; Holt Rinehart & Winston Call to Freedom 8

Science:  Holt Rinehart and Winston

Foreign Language:  Not offered

Health:  Not offered
Documentation provided indicated that all activities were Board-approved.  In addition, inventory information was submitted, as well as purchase orders, when necessary.  Documentation available indicated that sufficient instructional materials for all core content areas were available for the K-5 elementary grade students and 6-8 middle school students in the district.  The aforementioned instructional materials sufficiencies corresponded to the enrollment data for the district.

In addition, the district has provided documentation demonstrating that the Board resolution of sufficiency of approved instructional materials was held on September 28, 2005 with the required board minutes and agenda provided.  

School Facilities:

A review of the Antioch Unified School District schools visited found the following  emergency facilities situations presenting danger to students:

Fremont Elementary School

1. Conduit open outside office.

2. Open conduit electrical wiring by Room S1.

Marsh Elementary School

1. Room 11 has no air conditioning / heat.

2. Kitchen wiring needs to be capped.

The aforementioned facilities issues should receive immediate attention, based on the observations and recommendations of the CCCOE Williams Settlement Visitation Team.

In addition, the CCCOE visitation teams made the following observations which demonstrate that the schools visited were not in “good repair”:

Antioch Middle School (Visited on September 30, 2005)

Windows/Doors/Gates  Broken/missing windows in Room 300 in the back stairwell and in the old office next to the main entrance.  Handle missing on the 300 Wing stairwell door.

Interior Surfaces:  Loose rubber base of floor in 100 Wing and 200 Wing.

Pest/Vermin Infestation:  Holes in Gym wall.

Electrical:  Flickering lighting outside Room 207.

Restrooms:  Missing sinks in Boys’ Restroom in 400 Wing.  Broken spigots in Room 302.

Playground/School Grounds:  Hole in concrete outside Room S1.

According to the Williams Spring Visit Findings and Corrections that we received from Antioch Unified School District for Antioch Middle School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Spring 2005 Williams visits:  Drinking Fountains---inspected all Science Room faucets and found that only selected sinks had water to them and the others had water off at valves under sink; increased volume on drinking fountains to provide adequate flow; Interior Surfaces---inspected Library carpet and found no tripping hazards; trimmed frayed seam on Library carpet; Restrooms---repaired broken faucet; replaced missing soap dispenser; inspected restrooms in 300 Wing and found no facilities issues.  

The facilities issues that were noted by the CCCOE Williams visitation team during the Fall 2005 visits were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Spring 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Robin Schmitt, Principal, at the end of the visit.

Fremont Elementary School (Visited on September 26, 2005)

Hazardous Materials:  Wing D has floor damage in the Boys’ Restroom.  Wing D Girls’ Restroom has chipped tiles and a row of missing wall tiles.  Peeling paint around outside trim of Multi-purpose Room.  Wing A breezeway has wood rot and peeling paint.  Peeling paint on drain outside Boiler Room.  Mold outside Kitchen/Multi-purpose Room at front of building.

Interior Surfaces:  Missing and loose ceiling tiles on Multi-purpose Room stage.

Structural Damage:  Cracking flooring at entrance to Multi-purpose Room.

Pest/Vermin Infestation:  Hole in ceiling sheetrock in Boiler Room.  Pitted ceiling tile in Boys’ Restroom in Wing C.

Electrical:  Uncovered light fixtures in Boys’ and Girls’ Restrooms in Multi-purpose Room.  Room 18 has one overhead bulb out.  Open conduit wiring by Room S1.  Conduit open outside office.
Drinking Fountains:  Drinking fountain with low water pressure in Wing D Girls’ Restroom.

Playground/School Grounds:  Location of cracks outside Room 23.

According to the Williams Spring Visit Findings and Corrections that we received from Antioch Unified School District for Fremont Elementary School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Spring 2005 Williams visits:  Fire Safety----all classrooms requiring fire extinguishers were so equipped; Structural Damage---slab cracks in Rooms 23 and 24 to be addressed during modernization work of school; and, Electrical---open conduit repaired; missing fixture covers removed to allow for installation of compact fluorescent retrofit lamps.

The facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2005 visits were similar to the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Spring 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Laura Bray, Principal, and Chris Cocord at the end of the visit.

Kimball Elementary School (Visited on September 27, 2005)

Hazardous Materials:  Peeling paint on exterior trim of building.  Chipping paint on exterior trim of building.

Mechanical Systems:  Room 19 air conditioning needed to be fixed.  The gasket around the walk in cooler is starting to fail in spots.

Interior Surfaces:  One missing ceiling tile in Cafeteria.  Loose ceiling tiles in Cafeteria, Room 18, and in Room 14 over sink.  Water damage in Room 18 on ceiling, affecting four tiles.  Formica counter top is chipped in Kitchen.  

Electrical:  Inadequate lighting in Office and in Room 14.  Lights not functioning outside Kitchen at the back.

Drinking Fountains:  Broken drinking fountain in Room 17.

Restrooms:  Leaking toilet in Girls’ Restroom by Room 24.  In Room 13 the soap dispenser contains something (old soap product) that comes out as a greenish-black slime.

Playground/School Grounds:  Cracks in exterior walkway by Room 8.  Improperly stored refuse behind Kitchen---the pallets outside of the Kitchen back door should be removed. Gutter around main building has many areas where the screen cover appears to be broken, and dirt residue has over flown and caked on the side of the soffit.  

According to the Williams Spring Visit Findings and Corrections that we received from Antioch Unified School District for Kimball Elementary School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Spring 2005 Williams visits:  Interior Surfaces---- checked all ceiling tiles and all were in place; Restrooms---checked all toilets and urinals and found all to be functioning correctly.

The facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2005 visits were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Spring 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Juan Gonzalez, Principal, at the end of the visit.

Marsh Elementary School (Visited on September 28, 2005)

Hazardous Materials:  Peeling paint throughout eaves and trim in school, outside Multi-purpose Room on trim, in Room 21 by locked door, outside Rooms 12, 13, 15, 17, and 18, and on ceiling of Room 12.  Peeling ceiling paint in Room 9 by sink and in Medical Room.  Paint missing on ceiling in Room 7.  Peeling paint on ceiling of Room 6.  Chipping paint on Library door and Office door.

Mechanical Systems:  Room 11 has no air conditioning or heat.

Interior Surfaces:  Room 13 has two holes outside plugged with rags.  Room 17 has a hole in the outside wall.  Room 14 has two holes in the outside wall, and one has a nest.  The ceiling in Room 23 has water damage.  The Multi-purpose Room has 3 loose ceiling tiles.  Rooms 14 and 15 have loose ceiling tiles.  The After school Boys’ Restroom has one floor tile missing.  Room 16 has a frayed / torn carpet.  The After school Girls’ Restroom has side tiles missing.  Wing 1 has dripping gutters. Kitchen has a vent cover missing.

Structural Damage:  Library door is rotting.  Possible wood rot above Room 18.  Outside kitchen the gutter is rusted through.  Outside Room 12 the drain is not completely connected.

Fire Safety:  School is uncertain about number of fire extinguishers they should have (clarification needed on the per square footage rule).

Pest/Vermin Infestation:  Holes in walls in the upper wall of the dish room.  Library has ants near door and black widow webs.

Electrical:  No light at the front entrance.  Room 6 has one florescent light out.  Room 7 has one light bank that is not working.  Nest in light fixture near Multi-purpose Room.  Two light banks out in Room 11.  Room 12 has one light out.  The Library has an electrical outlet in the corner that doesn’t work.  The Kitchen has uncovered outlets.

Drinking Fountains:  Low water pressure in drinking fountains in main Boys’ Restroom, in Room 2, Room 24, and Room 12.  

Restrooms:  Main Girls’ Restroom has one stall missing toilet paper.  Small Girls’ Restroom has one stall missing toilet paper.

Playground/School Grounds:  Brick missing by Library.  Walkway outside Room 4 has cracks.

Sewer:  Playground drain needs city snake auger.

According to the Williams Spring Visit Findings and Corrections that we received from Antioch Unified School District for Marsh Elementary School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Spring 2005 Williams visits:  Drinking Fountains--- checked all water fountains and found them operating correctly; Hazardous Materials---painting will be addressed during modernization.  Non-lead based paint is used and does not present a hazard.

The facilities issues that were noted by the CCCOE Williams visitation team during the Fall 2005 visits were similar to the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Spring 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Sharon Laird, the Principal’s designee for accompanying the Williams team on the visit, at the end of the visit.
School Accountability Report Card:

The School Accountability Report Card (SARC) for the 2004-05 school year was available for review.  The Contra Costa County Office of Education will verify the 2005-06 SARC for the Antioch Unified School District Williams Schools for “the accuracy of data reported on the school accountability report card with respect to the availability of sufficient textbooks and instructional materials as defined by Section 60119 and the safety, cleanliness, and adequacy of school facilities, including good repair as required by Sections 17014, 17032.5, 17070.75, and 17089” from May-June, 2006.

In reference to the annual review of Teacher Assignment/Misassignment, please note the following information:


The findings for the 2005-06 school year Williams assignment monitoring for Antioch Unified School District determined that a total of 22 teachers are under review.  Documentation needs to be provided to demonstrate that 5 teachers are covered by a Teacher Consent Form.  Six teachers are applying for the appropriate Credential, including CLAD, or providing verification.  Eleven teachers are considered to be misassigned pending clarification of assignment questions.

In reference to the Uniform Complaint information, the quarterly complaint report from the Antioch Unified School District provides the following information:


No complaints had been filed as of December 14, 2005.  A Uniform Complaint Board Policy was adopted by the Antioch Unified School District on January 12, 2005, which included the areas of Instructional Materials, School Facilities, and Teacher Misassignment / Teacher Vacancies.

Respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH A. OVICK, Ed.D.




BARBARA BERMAN, Ph.D.

Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools

Special Projects Coordinator
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