CONTRA COSTA COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

WILLIAMS SETTLEMENT

ANNUAL REPORT FOR JOHN SWETT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

SEPTEMBER, 2005

As part of the Williams Settlement, California Education Code Section 1240 requires that County Offices of Education visit schools identified in each county office’s respective county and report to each district and Board of Supervisors the results of the visitations to the schools in that particular district.  This report describes the results of the visits to the following schools in the John Swett Unified School District:  Rodeo Hills Elementary and John Swett High.  This is to certify that John Swett Unified School District meets the necessary criteria for sufficient instructional materials and submitted the 2003-04 School Accountability Report Card.  John Swett Unified School District did not meet the necessary criteria for facilities standards of good repair.

The purpose of the Contra Costa County Office of Education visits as specified in California Education Code Section 1240 was to insure:

1. That students have access to “sufficient instructional materials in four core subject areas (English language arts, mathematics, history/social science, science) and, as appropriate, science laboratory equipment, foreign languages, and health ”;

2. To assess compliance with facilities maintenance to determine the condition of a facility that “poses an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff”; and

3. To determine if the school has provided accurate data for the annual school accountability report card related to instructional materials and facilities maintenance.

The law further requires that the county superintendent annually monitor and review:

· Teacher assignments in Decile 1-3 schools, based on Academic Performance Index (API);

· Receive quarterly reports on complaints filed with the school district concerning insufficient instructional materials, teacher vacancies and misassignment and emergency or urgent facilities issues under the Uniform Complaint Procedure; and

· Expanded audit review authority in the areas of use of instructional materials program funds, teacher misassignment, and information reported on the school accountability report card.

The definitions of four basic terms used in this report are as follows:

· “Sufficient instructional materials” means every pupil, including English Language learners, has a textbook in the four core areas to use in class and to take home.

· “Facilities standards” means that each school district that receives state funding for facilities is required to establish a facilities inspection program and to ensure that each of the schools is maintained in good repair.

· “Good repair” is defined as maintaining schools that are clean, safe and functional.

· “Emergency condition” means a condition of the facility that poses an emergency and urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

The CCCOE findings during the visit to the Williams Settlement schools in John Swett Unified School District related to the three areas of instructional materials, facilities and the school accountability report card are summarized below:

Instructional Materials:

John Swett Unified School District has purchased sufficient instructional materials for the following core content areas for the schools listed below:

Rodeo Hills Elementary School

Reading Language Arts:  Houghton Mifflin, Reading:  A Legacy of Literacy

Mathematics:  McGraw-Hill, McGraw-Hill Mathematics

History Social Science:  Houghton Mifflin, Reading:  A Legacy of Literacy (K-4); Oxford University Press, A History of Us (Grade 5)

Science:  Foss Kits (Grades K-5); Gems Kits (Grade 2); Houghton-Mifflin, Science Discovery Works (Grade 5)

John Swett High School

English Language Arts:  Scott Foresman, Patterns in Literature (Grade 9 College Prep.); Prentice Hall: Gold (Grade 9); Scott Foresman, Traditions in Literature (Grade 10 College Prep.); Prentice Hall:  Platinum (Grade 10); Scott Foresman, United States in Literature (Grade 11 College Prep.); Prentice Hall:  The American Experience (Grade 11 Honors); Holt, Rinehart and Winston:  Elements in Literature, 6th course, Literature of Britain with World Classics (Grade 12 College Prep.)

Mathematics:  Heath Pre-Algebra (Basic Pre-Algebra); Prentice Hall Pre-Algebra (Pre-Algebra); Prentice Hall, Algebra 1 (Algebra); Glencoe Geometry (Geometry); Merrill Algebra Two (Advanced Algebra); American Book Co., Foundations of Advanced Mathematics (Advanced Math); Harcourt Brace Javonovich, Calculus with Analytic Geometry (Calculus)

History Social Science:  Prentice Hall, World Geography:  Building a Global Perspective (Geography); Prentice Hall, World History:  Connections to Today (World History); Holt, Rinehart and Winston, The American Nation:  Civil War to Present (U.S. History); Houghton Mifflin, The American Pageant:  A History of the Republic (U.S. History Honors and AP); Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Holt Economics (Economics); Glencoe McGraw-Hill, United States Government:  Democracy in Action (Political Science); Holt Rinehart and Winston, Psychology:  Principles in Practice (Psychology)

Science:  Holt Rinehart and Winston, Modern Physical Science (Physical Science); Prentice Hall, Biology (Biology); Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Basic Electronics (Electrical Engineering); Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Modern Chemistry (Chemistry); Addison Wesley, Conceptual Physics and Wiley and Sons, Fundamentals of Physics (Physics)

Foreign Language:  Glencoe, Bienvenidos (Spanish 1); Glencoe, A bordo (Spanish 2); Glencoe, De viaje (Spanish 3); Glencoe, Galeria de arte y vida (Spanish 4)

Health:  Not offered as separate course
Documentation provided indicated that all activities were Board-approved.  In addition, purchase orders and inventory information were submitted.  Documentation available indicated that sufficient purchases of materials for all core content areas were made for the K-5 elementary grade students and 9-12 high school students in the district; the documentation also indicated that sufficient purchases of materials for Foreign Language were made for 9-12 high school students in the district.  The aforementioned purchases corresponded to the enrollment data for the district.

In addition, the district has provided documentation demonstrating that the Board resolution of sufficiency of approved instructional materials was held on February 2, 2005 with the required board minutes and agenda provided.  

School Facilities:

A review of the John Swett Unified School District schools visited did not find any emergency condition that posed an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

However, the CCCOE visitation teams made the following observations, which demonstrate that the schools visited were not in “good repair”:

Rodeo Hills Elementary School (Visited on May 4, 2005)

Drinking Fountains:  Under drinking fountain in Multi-Purpose Room there is a leak with water stains.  Trickle running down well from fountain to floor.  Possible dry rot.

Restrooms:  Boys’ restroom in 3rd grade wing sink is leaking.  The leak starts at the base of the sink with small water line to restroom drain.

The aforementioned facilities issues were not noted in the Interim Evaluation Instrument.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal at the end of the visit.

John Swett High School (Visited on May 5, 2005)

Windows/Doors/Gates:  North Fire Escape doors on the 2nd floor had exit doors that were not functional----this needs repair.  Panic bars need repair or replacement.  One of the classrooms had broken blinds.  Another classroom had a cracked window.  One classroom had two windows that need repair; they will slide down in an uncontrolled manner.

Interior Surfaces:  The Wrestling Room and four classrooms have ceiling water damage. One classroom has wall repair by the window.  One classroom has a hole in the wall by the northside windows.  In the Cafeteria, there is water damage to the wall in the annex area next to the cafeteria.

Fire Safety:  Missing fire extinguishers in three classrooms.  In one of the classrooms, the fire extinguisher needs to be wall mounted.  North Fire Escape doors on the 2nd floor has exit doors that are not functional and need repair.  Panic bars need repair or replacement.

Drinking Fountains:  In Room 43, the faucet is not working.  In the auditorium, the drinking fountain is not working.

Restrooms:  On the 1st floor, the urinal water supply pipe is broken.  In the auditorium, the boys’ urinal is not working.  The girls’ toilet is backed up.  On the 2nd floor, one of the boys’ toilets is backed up.  On the 3rd floor, the boys’ partition needs replacement.  Also on the 3rd floor, the girls’ restroom had no soap in the dispenser.

Playground/School Grounds:  The front main entrance has a bottom step that is not to code.  The transition needs to be corrected.

The Interim Evaluation Instrument and the CCCOE team noted different facilities issues.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal at the end of the visit.

In addition to providing the aforementioned facilities observations to the principal of each Williams School visited, a written summary of facilities-related issues was sent to the superintendent at his request.

School Accountability Report Card:

The School Accountability Report Card (SARC) for the 2003-04 school year was available for review.  The Contra Costa County Office of Education will verify the 2004-05 SARC for the John Swett Unified School District Williams Schools for “the accuracy of data reported on the school accountability report card with respect to the availability of sufficient textbooks and instructional materials as defined by Section 60119 and the safety, cleanliness, and adequacy of school facilities, including good repair as required by Sections 17014, 17032.5, 17070.75, and 17089” in Fall, 2005.

In reference to the annual review of Teacher Assignment/Misassignment, please note the following information:


All teachers in Rodeo Hills Elementary School and John Swett High School whose classroom composition exceeds 20% English learners have the required authorization (BCLAD, CLAD or SDAIE) for the student population.  

In reference to the Uniform Complaint information, the quarterly report from the John Swett Unified School District provides the following information:


No complaints were filed with any school in the district as of August 10, 2005.  A Uniform Complaint Board Policy was adopted by the John Swett Unified School District on January 19, 2005.

Respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH A. OVICK, ED.D.




BARBARA BERMAN, PH.D.

Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools

Special Projects Coordinator
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