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As part of the Williams Settlement, California Education Code Section 1240 requires that County Offices of Education visit schools identified in each county office’s respective county and report to each district and Board of Supervisors the results of the visitations to the schools in that particular district.  This report describes the results of the visit to Independence High School in the Liberty Union High School District that took place in Fall, 2005.  This is to certify that Liberty Union High School District meets the necessary criteria for sufficient instructional materials and submitted the 2004-05 School Accountability Report Card.  Liberty Union High School District did not meet the necessary criteria for facilities standards of good repair.

The purpose of the Contra Costa County Office of Education visits as specified in California Education Code Section 1240 was to insure:

1. That students have access to “sufficient instructional materials in four core subject areas (English language arts, mathematics, history/social science, science) and, as appropriate, science laboratory equipment, foreign languages, and health ”;

2. To assess compliance with facilities maintenance to determine the condition of a facility that “poses an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff”; and

3. To determine if the school has provided accurate data for the annual school accountability report card related to instructional materials and facilities maintenance.

The law further requires that the county superintendent annually monitor and review:

· Teacher assignments in Decile 1-3 schools, based on Academic Performance Index (API);

· Receive quarterly reports on complaints filed with the school district concerning insufficient instructional materials, teacher vacancies and misassignment and emergency or urgent facilities issues under the Uniform Complaint Procedure; and

· Expanded audit review authority in the areas of use of instructional materials program funds, teacher misassignment, and information reported on the school accountability report card.

The definitions of four basic terms used in this report are as follows:

· “Sufficient instructional materials” means every pupil, including English Language learners, has a textbook in the four core areas to use in class and to take home.

· “Facilities standards” means that each school district that receives state funding for facilities is required to establish a facilities inspection program and to ensure that each of the schools is maintained in good repair.

· “Good repair” is defined as maintaining schools that are clean, safe and functional.

· “Emergency condition” means a condition of the facility that poses an emergency and urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

The CCCOE findings during the visit to the Williams Settlement schools in Liberty Union High School District related to the three areas of instructional materials, facilities and the school accountability report card are summarized below:

Instructional Materials:

Liberty Union High School District has purchased sufficient instructional materials for the following core content areas for the schools listed below:

Independence High School

English/ Language Arts:  Literature and Language:  Third Course, Holt, Rinehart & Winston (Grade 9); Literature and Language:  Fourth Course, Holt, Rinehart & Winston (Grade 10); McDougal, Literature and Language:  Yellow Level (Grade 11);  McDougal, Literature and Language, Purple Level (Grade 12)

Mathematics:  McGraw, Business Mathematics (Business Math); California Edition, Prentice Hall (Algegra I); Glencoe, Geometry:  Integration, Application, Connections (Geometry); Glencoe, Algebra 2:  Integration, Applications and Connections (Algebra II); Prentice Hall, Consumer Math (Consumer Math); Informal Geometry, Merrill Publishing (Geometry 1a)

History Social Science:  McDougal, World History---Patterns of Interactions and Houghton Mifflin, History of the World (World History); Prentice Hall, Magruder’s American Government (American Government); Glencoe MacMillan, American Odyssey:  The United States 20th Century (U.S. History); Holt, Rinehart, Winston, Economics (Economics)

Science:  Holt Rinehart and Winston, Modern Earth (Earth Science); Web of Life (Biology) 

Foreign Language:  Not offered

Health:  Holt, Rinehart, Winston, Health (Health)
Documentation provided indicated that all activities were Board-approved.  In addition, inventory information and purchase orders, when necessary, were submitted.  Documentation available indicated that a sufficiency of instructional materials for all core content areas was available for the 9-12 high school students in the district; the documentation also indicated that a sufficiency of instructional materials for Health was available for 9-12 high school students in the district.  The aforementioned sufficiencies corresponded to the enrollment data for the district.

In addition, the district has provided documentation demonstrating that the Board resolution of sufficiency of approved instructional materials was held on August 10, 2005 with the required board minutes and agenda provided.  

School Facilities:

A review of the Liberty Union High School District Williams school (Independence High) visited did not find any emergency condition that posed an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

However, the CCCOE visitation teams made the following observations, which demonstrate that the school visited was not in “good repair”:

Independence High School (Visited on August 26, 2005)

Windows/Doors/Gates:  Two locks in the girls’ bathroom on the stall do not lock the door.

Electrical:  One cover in hallway.

Restrooms:  One toilet was overflowing.

According to the School Facility Conditions Evaluation that we received from Independence High School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Spring 2005 Williams visits:  Windows/Doors/Gates---repaired broken sky light in hallway; Interior Surfaces---fixed flooring problem in Director’s Office; repainted tile and eliminated mold in corner area of Media Center; fixed holes in wall in Child Welfare and Attendance Office; repaired rug in Coordinator’s Office; painted ceiling tile in Multi-purpose Room; painted tile and fixed hole in tile in Room 10; replaced tile in corner of Room 11; painted and replaced ceiling tiles in Room 23; fixed cement wall up by 2nd Street and Highway 4; Electrical---repaired GFI receptacle in Child Welfare and Attendance Office; repaired GFI receptacle in Adult Ed. Office; repaired electrical outlet in Room 10; repaired lights in Room 22; Pest/Vermin Infestation---repaired Staff Lounge entrance; Drinking Fountains---repaired leaking sink in Room 9; Restrooms---repaired broken tile around sinks in Boys’ Restroom in Main Building; repaired broken faucet in Girls’ Restroom in Main Building; repaired holes in wall and replaced ceiling tiles in outside Boys’ Restroom; Playground/School Grounds---repaved holes; Other---replaced old buildings/storage rooms.

The facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2005 visits were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Spring 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Jerry Black, Roy Ghiggeri, Mary Vinciguerra, and Jim Estenson at the end of the visit.

In addition to providing the aforementioned facilities observations to school and district representatives at the end of the visit to Independence High, a written summary of facilities-related issues was sent to the superintendent at his request.

School Accountability Report Card:

The School Accountability Report Card (SARC) for the 2004-05 school year was available for review.  The Contra Costa County Office of Education will verify the 2005-06 SARC for Independence High School  for “the accuracy of data reported on the school accountability report card with respect to the availability of sufficient textbooks and instructional materials as defined by Section 60119 and the safety, cleanliness, and adequacy of school facilities, including good repair as required by Sections 17014, 17032.5, 17070.75, and 17089” in May-June, 2006.

In reference to the annual review of Teacher Assignment/Misassignment, please note the following information:


The findings for the 2005-06 school year Williams assignment monitoring for Liberty Union High School District determined that a total of 5 teachers are under review.  Documentation needs to be provided to demonstrate that 4 teachers are covered by a Teacher Consent Form.  One teacher is considered to be misassigned pending clarification of assignment questions.

In reference to the Uniform Complaint information, the quarterly complaint report from the Liberty Union High School District provides the following information:


No complaints were filed as of October 27, 2005.  A revised Uniform Complaint Board Policy was adopted by the Liberty Union High School District Board of Trustees on October 26, 2005, and the required notices have been posted in classrooms.

Respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH A. OVICK, Ed.D.




BARBARA BERMAN, Ph.D.

Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools

Special Projects Coordinator
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