CONTRA COSTA COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

WILLIAMS SETTLEMENT

ANNUAL REPORT FOR PITTSBURG UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

SEPTEMBER, 2005

As part of the Williams Settlement, California Education Code Section 1240 requires that County Offices of Education visit schools identified in each county office’s respective county and report to each district and Board of Supervisors the results of the visitations to the schools in that particular district.  This report describes the results of the visits to the following schools in the Pittsburg Unified School District:  Central Junior High, Foothill Elementary, Highlands Elementary, Hillview Junior High, Los Medanos Elementary, Pittsburg Senior High, and Willow Cove Elementary.  This is to certify that Pittsburg Unified School District meets the necessary criteria for sufficient instructional materials and submitted the 2003-04 School Accountability Report Card.  Pittsburg Unified School District did not meet the necessary criteria for facilities standards of good repair.

The purpose of the Contra Costa County Office of Education visits as specified in California Education Code Section 1240 was to insure:

1. That students have access to “sufficient instructional materials in four core subject areas (English language arts, mathematics, history/social science, science) and, as appropriate, science laboratory equipment, foreign languages, and health ”;

2. To assess compliance with facilities maintenance to determine the condition of a facility that “poses an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff”; and

3. To determine if the school has provided accurate data for the annual school accountability report card related to instructional materials and facilities maintenance.

The law further requires that the county superintendent annually monitor and review:

· Teacher assignments in Decile 1-3 schools, based on Academic Performance Index (API);

· Receive quarterly reports on complaints filed with the school district concerning insufficient instructional materials, teacher vacancies and misassignment and emergency or urgent facilities issues under the Uniform Complaint Procedure; and

· Expanded audit review authority in the areas of use of instructional materials program funds, teacher misassignment, and information reported on the school accountability report card.

The definitions of four basic terms used in this report are as follows:

· “Sufficient instructional materials” means every pupil, including English Language learners, has a textbook in the four core areas to use in class and to take home.

· “Facilities standards” means that each school district that receives state funding for facilities is required to establish a facilities inspection program and to ensure that each of the schools is maintained in good repair.

· “Good repair” is defined as maintaining schools that are clean, safe and functional.

· “Emergency condition” means a condition of the facility that poses an emergency and urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

The CCCOE findings during the visit to the Williams Settlement schools in Pittsburg Unified School District related to the three areas of instructional materials, facilities and the school accountability report card are summarized below:

Instructional Materials:

Pittsburg Unified School District has purchased sufficient instructional materials for the following core content areas for the schools listed below:

Central Junior High

English/Language Arts:  Prentice Hall, Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes (Grades 6-8)

Mathematics:  Scott Foresman/Prentice Hall Mathematics Grade 6 (Grade 6); Prentice Hall – PreAlgebra (Grade 7); Prentice Hall Algebra (Grade 8)

History Social Science:  Harcourt Brace, Ancient Civilizations (Grade 6); Houghton Mifflin, Across the Centuries (Grade 7); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Call to Freedom (Grade 8)

Science:  Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Earth Science (Grade 6); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Life Science (Grade 7); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Physical Science (Grade 8)

Foreign Language:  Not offered

Health:  Not offered as separate course

Foothill Elementary School

Reading Language Arts:  SRA/Open Court Reading (Grades K-5)

Mathematics:  Houghton Mifflin Mathematics (Spanish Grades K-5); Saxon Publishers, Saxon Math K-3 (Grades K-3); Saxon Publishers, Math 54, 65, and 87 (Grades 3-6)

History/Social Science:  Open Court Social Science Connection (Grades K-2); Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Brace Social Studies (Grades 3-5)

Science:  Open Court Science Connection (Grade K); Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Science (Grades 1-5)

Highlands Elementary School, Los Medanos Elementary School, and Willow Cove Elementary School

Reading Language Arts:  SRA/Open Court Reading (Grades K-5)

Mathematics:  Houghton Mifflin, Mathematics by Houghton Mifflin (Grades K-5)

History/Social Science:  Open Court Social Science Connection (Grades K-2); Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Brace Social Studies (Grades 3-5)

Science:  Open Court Science Connection (Grade K); Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Science (Grades 1-5)

Hillview Junior High

English/Language Arts:  Prentice Hall, Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes (Grades 6-8)

Mathematics:  Scott Foresman/Prentice Hall Mathematics Grade 6 (Grade 6); Prentice Hall – PreAlgebra (Grade 7); Prentice Hall Algebra (Grade 8)

History Social Science:  Harcourt Brace, Ancient Civilizations (Grade 6); Houghton Mifflin, Across the Centuries (Grade 7); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Call to Freedom (Grade 8)

Science:  Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Earth Science (Grade 6); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Life Science (Grade 7); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Physical Science (Grade 8)

Foreign Language:  McDougal Littell, En Espanol 1a (7th Grade Spanish); McDougal Littell, En Espanol 1b (8th Grade Spanish)

Health:  Glencoe McGraw Hill, Glencoe Teen Health (7th Grade Health)

Pittsburg Senior High

English/Language Arts:  Prentice Hall, Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices-Gold (English I); Prentice Hall, Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices-Platinum (English II); Prentice Hall, Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices-American Experience (English III); Prentice Hall, Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices-British Tradition (English IV)

Math:  Key Curriculum, Key to Algebra (Fundamentals of Algebra); McDougal Littell (Algebra I); Key Curriculum Press, Discovering Geometry (Geometry); McDougal Littell (Algebra II); McDougal Littell (Calculus); Duxbury (Thompson Learning), Elementary Statistics (Statistics); Saxon Math (Mathematics)

History/Social Science:  Holt Rinehart & Winston, American Government (American Government); Holt Rinehart & Winston, Economics (Economics); Holt Rinehart & Winston, Continuity and Change; McDougal Littell, The Americans:  Reconstruction Through the 20th Century, Grade 11 (U.S. History)

Science:  Holt, Principles and Explorations (Biology); Addison Wesley – Prentice Hall (AP Biology); Holt Science Spectrum, A Physical Approach (Physical Science); Harcourt, Chemistry Principles and Reactions (Honors Chemistry); Addison Wesley – Prentice Hall (Chemistry); Holt, Physics (Physics); Prentice Hall-The Peoples Publishing Group (AP Physics); W H Freeman, Chemistry in the Community (Chemcom); Kendall/Hunt, Essentials of Anatomy (Anatomy and Physiology)

Foreign Language:  McDougal Littell (Spanish I); McDougal Littell (Spanish II); McDougal Littell (Spanish III); Prentice Hall, Una Vez Mas (Spanish IV); Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Nueva Vistas (Spanish for Spanish Speakers); Holt Rinehart and Winston (Spanish Language AP); McDougal Littell (French I); McDougal Littell (French II); McDougal Littell (French III, IV); Glencoe/McGraw Hill, In Giro (Italian I/II); Thompson, Da Capo (Italian III/IV)

Health:  Holt Rinehart, & Winston, Health (Health)

Documentation provided indicated that all activities were Board-approved.  In addition, purchase orders and inventory information were submitted.  Documentation available indicated that sufficient purchases of materials for all core content areas were made for the K-5 elementary grade students, 6-8 middle school students, and 9-12 high school students in the district; the documentation also indicated that sufficient purchases of materials for Health were made for 6-8 middle school students in the district and 9-12 high school students in the district for schools that offer Health as a separate course.  In addition, the documentation indicated that sufficient purchases of materials for Foreign Language were made for 6-8 middle school students in the district and 9-12 high school students in the district for schools that offer Foreign Language.  The aforementioned purchases corresponded to the enrollment data for the district.

In addition, the district has provided documentation demonstrating that the Board resolution of sufficiency of approved instructional materials was held on March 23, 2005 with the required board minutes and agenda provided.  

School Facilities:

A review of the Pittsburg Unified School District schools visited did not find any  emergency condition that posed an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

However, the CCCOE visitation teams made the following observations, which demonstrate that the schools visited were not in “good repair”:

Foothill Elementary School (Visited on May 11, 2005)

Windows/Doors/Gates:  In the Multi Use Room the push handles on the doors stick and jam.

Interior Surfaces:  The Multi Use Room stage has floor tile that is severely broken and missing.

Fire Safety:  Most classrooms do not have fire extinguishers (school is set up with one fire extinguisher per pod but a pod has multiple classrooms).

Electrical:  Room D1 has an exposed, broken light.  Room M3 has a light out, making the corner very dark.  Room M1 has a missing electrical wall plate by the door.

Drinking Fountains:  Poor water pressure in most of the drinking fountains.  One fountain doesn’t work by C-4.

Restrooms:  Plastic paper towel dispensers were in all restrooms, and were often jammed; they need replacement.  Two broken toilet seats by B1.  Soap missing in girls’ restroom by D4.

Playground/School Grounds:  Large open construction hole in front of the school off parking lot (dangerous because it is inadequately covered.

According to the Interim Evaluation Instrument, some, but not all, of the aforementioned facilities issues were noted.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal at the end of the visit.

Highlands Elementary School (Visited on May 12, 2005)

Interior Surfaces:  Loose panels in roof of Room 23.   

Electrical:  Some lights out in Room 9 and Room 17.

Drinking Fountains:  Broken faucet in sink in Room 23.

Restrooms:  Girls’ restrooms in the Grade 4-5 area need securing.

The Interim Evaluation Instrument and the CCCOE visitation team noted different facilities issues.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal at the end of the visit.

Willow Cove School (Visited on May 13, 2005)
Windows/Doors/Gates:  Screens ripped on outside of Room 6.

Interior Surfaces:  Tiles need to be replaced in shared office between Rooms 1 and 2.  Ceiling tile stained in corner over sink in Room 29.  Ceiling tile missing over sink in Room 27.

Drinking Fountains: Lower grades fountain has low pressure.  Soap receptacle in Room 9 needs to be replaced.  Sink counter should be cleaned in Room 12.

Restrooms:  Lower Grades Boys’ Restroom has tubular cover that needs replacing.  Upper Grades Boys’ Restroom has a urinal that is slow to drain.  Boys’ Restroom in Playground area has 2 sinks that re leaking.

Playground/School Grounds:  Equipment “tagged” with gang grafitti.

The Interim Evaluation Instrument and the CCCOE visitation team noted different facilities issues.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal and the head custodian at the end of the visit.

Central Jr. High School (Visited on May 16, 2005)

Windows/Doors/Gates:  Broken window in Room D-2.

Interior Surfaces:  Missing and/or discolored ceiling tiles in Computer Lab (F Wing), S-3, E-5, E-4, D-1, H-4, J Wing Boys’ Restroom, J Wing Girls’ Restroom, and P.E. “Mat” Room.  Broken floor tile in F Wing hallway.

Hazardous Materials:  Exterior peeling/cracking paint in J-3 under hang and Boys’ Locker Room ceiling.

Structural Damage:  Dry rot in Boys’ Restroom (J Wing).  Holes in the wall behind door in some restrooms.  Crack running length of D Wing.  Ceiling tile in D-1 buckling by the windows.

Fire Safety:  Several missing fire extinguishers in classrooms F-4 and H-4.  Extension cords in J-4 present a fire safety issue.  Emergency escape “window latch” in Room J-15 not easily accessible.  Bars on windows in I-4----emergency exit possible through folding wall but it was blocked.

Electrical:  Damaged outlet in Cafeteria.  Missing or damaged lighting protectors for florescent lights in J-5, I-2, F-4, H-1, D Wing Hallway, F-1, H-4, Girls Restroom in the Cafeteria, Girls’ Locker Room, and in the Mat Room.  Exposed wires in Gym entry way and F Wing Computer Lab.

Pest/Vermin Infestation:  Hole in H-1 wall.

Drinking Fountains:  One water faucet not working in F-4.  Drinking fountain broken in E Wing.  One broken faucet in Girls’ Restroom in E Wing.  Drinking fountain at front of campus not working.

Restrooms:  Leaking faucet in Girls’ Restroom in I Wing.  No towel or soap dispenser in the Boys’ Restroom in the E Wing.  Bad urine smells in J Wing Boys’ Restroom.  Lots of graffiti in Boys’ Restroom in J Wing, in I Wing and some in E Wing.  Graffiti in J Wing Girls’ Restroom.

Playground/School Grounds:  Hard top in portable classroom areas in the J, H, and I Wings very uneven with potholes and cracks.  Broken, cracked concrete outside D and F Wings.

According to the Interim Evaluation Instrument, some, but not all, of the aforementioned facilities issues were noted.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal at the end of the visit.

Los Medanos Elementary School (Visited on May 17, 2005)

Windows/Doors/Gates:  Broken window in Room 1.  On north perimeter fence, lock needed on gate to secure access to the school grounds.  Currently, no lock minimizes student security.

Interior Surfaces:  Loose tile in Boys’ Restroom in Room 4.  In the Boys’ Restroom for 4th/5th Grades, the flooring/wall junction is uneven and cracked with rusty pipes and a rusty floor drain.  The Boys’ Restroom for 2nd/3rd Grades has a rusted floor drain.

Fire Safety:  Room 1 has a smoke detector hanging loose.   

Electrical:  In the Custodian Room in the Primary Hallway, there is a broken light switch.  The 4th/5th Grade Girls’ Restroom has a broken light cover.  The 2nd/3rd Grade Girls’ Restroom has a broken light cover.  The 2nd/3rd Grade Boys’ Restroom has a broken light cover.

Drinking Fountains:  The sink faucet is loose in Room 21.

The Interim Evaluation Instrument and the CCCOE visitation team noted different facilities issues.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal at the end of the visit.

Pittsburg Senior High School (Visited on May 18, 2005)

Mechanical Systems:  Elevator Room on the North Campus is leaking hydraulic fluid.  The Boiler Room has a water leak in the lower room.

Windows/Doors/Gates:  Broken windows in Room 115, the Boys’ Restroom in the 100 Wing, and in the Girls’ Gym.  Exit doors at hallways can be popped open when locked; center bar flexes which presents security and safety concern.

Interior Surfaces:  Missing/loose ceiling tiles in Rooms 104, 115, 116, 325, 329, 328, 114, the Principal’s Conference Room, outside the East entrance to Cafeteria, and outside Room 133.  Wall damage in Rooms 108, 127, 116, 107, 105, 243, 148, and 227.  Door/lock damage to the exit doors at hallways; they can be popped open when locked----center bar flexes, presenting security and safety concern.  Room 120 door jams.  Other door/lock damage to cupboards in Rooms 123 and 124, Cafeteria entrance, Girls’ Gym Restroom, Chorus Room, and East Auditorium door.  Floor damage in Cafeteria Snack Bar, Room 110, Girls’ Restroom near Room 207, Hallway outside Room 207, Hallway near Room 239, and Hallway near Room 227.  Broken stair treads in the Girls’ Gym, near room 218, and on the North Campus stairs.  Broken handrails on the North Campus stairways.  

Hazardous Materials:  Large Nitrogen, Oxygen, Carbon Dioxide tanks not strapped in Room 148. 

Fire Safety:  Fire hose inoperable in Rooms 107 and 116.  Fire extinguisher missing in Room 243.  Fire alarm covered in Room 241.  Fire hose missing in Room 237 and in the Cafeteria.  

Electrical:  Honeywell controls dangling in Room 117.  Loose electrical cover plate on floor in Room 127; in the same room, there are loose electrical cords on the floor and the wall and hot wires exposed through a hole in the wall.  Room 123 has an electrical chase missing.  Missing diffusers in Rooms 308, 107, 127, and in the main hall near Room 124.  Light plates missing in the Cafeteria and in Room 232.  Electrical outlet next to the faucet in Room 114.  No junction box cover backstage.  Missing electrical box on floor in Room 122.  Electrical chase held in place by tape in Room 110.  Electrical panel missing with exposed wires in Boiler Room

Drinking Fountains: Faucet damage/no pressure in Cafeteria dishwasher rinser, 100 Wing, North Campus Attendance, and outside Room 221.

Restrooms:  Broken faucets in the 100 Wing Boys’ Restrooms, 300 Wing Boys’ Restrooms, 200 Wing Girls’ Restrooms, 200 Wing Boys’ Restrooms, and Boys’ Locker Room.  Toilets not working in the 100 Wing Girls’ Restrooms, 200 Wing Boys’ Restrooms, and Boys’ Locker Room.

Playground/School Grounds:  Pavement uneven and cracked on Main Quad.  Lack of night lighting throughout the campus, which presents safety/security concern.

The Interim Evaluation Instrument and the CCCOE visitation team noted different facilities issues.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal at the end of the visit.

Hillview Junior High School (Visited on May 20, 2005)

Windows/Doors/Gates:  Broken glass cabinet door in Room 111 with tape.  Missing doors over cabinet due to broken glass in Room 210.

Interior Surfaces:  Water damage in Bell Room.  Missing tiles in Girls’ Restroom on Quad.  Wall damage and missing tile on floor in Boys’ Restroom on Quad.  Broken tile in the Girls’ Restroom in the 400 Building.  Tile missing in doorway of 400 Hall Boys’ Restroom.  Wall tile missing and broken all the way to window of 400 Hall Boys’ Restroom.  Broken wall tiles and missing tiles around doorway to Kitchen in Cafeteria.  Missing ceiling tile in the 100 Hallway leading into Quad.  Mosaic tile missing on outside of wall leading into 100 Hall.  In Hallway between 200 and 400, the rubber baseboard is missing, broken, or in disrepair.

Hazardous Materials:  Benches have peeling paint on Quad.  Peeling paint in Bell Room where PA is located.  The walls of Room P4 have peeling paint and wallpaper. 

Electrical:  In the 400 Building Boys’ Restroom the light cover is missing.  In the Quad Boys’ Restroom the light cover is missing. Lights out in Rooms 205, 105, and 409.  Exposed outlet in Gym and in the Girls’ Locker Room.

Drinking Fountains: The 100 Hallway is missing a water fountain and has exposed pipes.  The playground has missing caps on the drinking fountains.  On the Quad, 2 out of 4 faucets did not work.

Restrooms:  On the Quad, the Girls’ Restroom has low water pressure and one of the faucets doesn’t work.  In the Boys’ Restroom on the Quad, the first stall lock is broken and there is an exposed bolt on the urinal.  In the 400 Hall Girls’ Restroom, the drain in doorway is a hazard; one of the faucets does not have a top.  In the Boys’ Restroom in the 400 Hall, one faucet is broken.  

Playground/School Grounds:  On the Quad, there are missing/broken bricks and rebar is imposed in several areas.  Rotting wood railing.  Rain gutter at Cafeteria entrance is problematic.

The Interim Evaluation Instrument and the CCCOE visitation team noted different facilities issues.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with the principal at the end of the visit.

In addition to providing the aforementioned facilities observations to the principal of each Williams School visited, a written summary of facilities-related issues was sent to the superintendent at his request.

School Accountability Report Card:

The School Accountability Report Card (SARC) for the 2003-04 school year was available for review.  The Contra Costa County Office of Education will verify the 2004-05 SARC for the Pittsburg Unified School District Williams Schools for “the accuracy of data reported on the school accountability report card with respect to the availability of sufficient textbooks and instructional materials as defined by Section 60119 and the safety, cleanliness, and adequacy of school facilities, including good repair as required by Sections 17014, 17032.5, 17070.75, and 17089” in Fall, 2005.

In reference to the annual review of Teacher Assignment/Misassignment, please note the following information:


All teachers in Central Junior High School, Foothill Elementary School, Highlands Elementary School, Hillview Junior High School, Los Medanos Elementary School, Pittsburg Senior High School, Willow Cove Elementary School whose classroom composition exceeds 20% English learners have the required authorization (BCLAD, CLAD or SDAIE) for the student population.  

In reference to the Uniform Complaint information, the quarterly complaint report from the Pittsburg Unified School District provides the following information:


A Uniform Complaint Board Policy was adopted by the Pittsburg Unified School District on March 23, 2005.  No complaints were filed with any school in the district as of April 13, 2005.

Respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH A. OVICK, ED.D.




BARBARA BERMAN, PH.D.

Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools

Special Projects Coordinator
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