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As part of the Williams Settlement, California Education Code Section 1240 requires that County Offices of Education visit schools identified in each county office’s respective county and report to each district and Board of Supervisors the results of the visitations to the schools in that particular district.  This report describes the results of the CCCOOE visits to the following schools in the Pittsburg Unified School District during Fall 2006:  Central Junior High, Foothill Elementary, Highlands Elementary, Hillview Junior High, Los Medanos Elementary, Pittsburg Senior High, and Willow Cove Elementary.  This is to certify that Pittsburg Unified School District meets the necessary criteria for sufficient instructional materials and submitted the 2005-06 School Accountability Report Card.  Pittsburg Unified School District did not meet the necessary criteria for facilities standards of good repair.

The purpose of the Contra Costa County Office of Education visits as specified in California Education Code Section 1240 was to insure:

1. That students have access to “sufficient instructional materials in four core subject areas (English language arts, mathematics, history/social science, science) and, as appropriate, science laboratory equipment, foreign languages, and health ”;

2. To assess compliance with facilities maintenance to determine the condition of a facility that “poses an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff”; and

3. To determine if the school has provided accurate data for the annual school accountability report card related to instructional materials and facilities maintenance.

The law further requires that the county superintendent annually monitor and review:

· Teacher assignments in Decile 1-3 schools, based on Academic Performance Index (API);

· Receive quarterly reports on complaints filed with the school district concerning insufficient instructional materials, teacher vacancies and misassignment and emergency or urgent facilities issues under the Uniform Complaint Procedure; and

· Expanded audit review authority in the areas of use of instructional materials program funds, teacher misassignment, and information reported on the school accountability report card.

The definitions of four basic terms used in this report are as follows:

· “Sufficient instructional materials” means every pupil, including English Language learners, has a textbook in the four core areas to use in class and to have access to use at home.

· “Facilities standards” means that each school district that receives state funding for facilities is required to establish a facilities inspection program and to ensure that each of the schools is maintained in good repair.

· “Good repair” is defined as maintaining schools that are clean, safe and functional.

· “Emergency condition” means a condition of the facility that poses an emergency and urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

The CCCOE findings during the visit to the Williams Settlement schools in Pittsburg Unified School District related to the three areas of instructional materials, facilities and the school accountability report card are summarized below:

Instructional Materials:

Pittsburg Unified School District has purchased sufficient instructional materials for the following core content areas for the schools listed below:

Central Junior High

Reading/Language Arts:  Prentice Hall, Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes (Grades 6-8)

Reading/Language Arts Intensive Intervention:  Hampton Brown, High Point, Level A, Level B, Level C, and Level Basics; SRA / McGraw Hill, SRA / Reach Program, Level B1, Level B2, Level C1, Level D, and Level E

Mathematics:  Scott Foresman/California Math (Grade 6); Prentice Hall – PreAlgebra (Grade 7); Prentice Hall Algebra I (Grade 8)

History Social Science:  Harcourt, Ancient Civilizations (Grade 6); Harcourt, Medieval to Early Man (Grade 7); Harcourt, Independence to 1914 (Grade 8)

Science:  Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Earth Science (Grade 6); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Life Science (Grade 7); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Physical Science (Grade 8)

Foreign Language:  Not offered

Health:  Macmillan / McGraw-Hill, Macmillan / McGraw-Hill Health & Wellness

Highlands Elementary School

Reading Language Arts:  SRA/Open Court Reading (Grades K-5)

Reading Language Arts Intensive Intervention:  Hampton Brown, High Point (Grades 4 and 5)

ELD:   Into English Language Station (Grade 2);  Carousel of Ideas, Set 1 and Set 2 (Grades 3-5); Hampton Brown, Into English (Grades 3-5)

Mathematics:  Houghton Mifflin, Mathematics by Houghton Mifflin (Grades K-5)

History/Social Science:  Open Court Social Science Connection (Grades K-2); Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Brace Social Studies (Grades 3-5)

Science:  Open Court Science Connection (Grade K); Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Science (Grades 1-5)

Hillview Junior High

Reading/Language Arts:  Prentice Hall, Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes (Grades 6-8)

Reading/Language Arts Intensive Intervention:  REACH materials, A Level Comprehension Workbooks and B1 Decoding Workbooks (Grade 6), B1 Level Comprehension Workbooks and B2 Decoding Workbooks (Grades 7 and 8)

ELD:  Hampton Brown, High Point (Basics, A, B, and C)

Mathematics:  Scott Foresman/Prentice Hall Mathematics Grade 6 (Grade 6); Prentice Hall – PreAlgebra, California Edition (Grade 7); Prentice Hall Algebra I, California Edition (Grade 8)

History Social Science:  Holt, Ancient Civilizations (Grade 6); Holt, Medieval to Early Modern Times (Grade 7); Holt, United States History (Grade 8)

Science:  Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Earth Science (Grade 6); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Life Science (Grade 7); Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Physical Science (Grade 8)

Foreign Language:  McDougal Littell & Company, En Espanol Level 1a (Grade 7); McDougal Littell & Company, En Espanol 1b (Grade 8)

Health:  Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, Holt Decisions for Health, Grade 7 (Grades 6-8)

Los Medanos Elementary School

Reading / Language Arts:  SRA / Open Court Reading (Grades K-5)

Reading / Language Arts Intensive Intervention:  SRA / Reach Program (Grades 4-5)

ELD:  Carousel of Ideas (Grades K-5)

Math:  Houghton Mifflin, Mathematics by Houghton Mifflin (Grades K-5)

History / Social Science:  Open Court Social Science Connection (Kindergarten – Grade 2); Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Brace Social Studies (Grades 3-5)

Science:  Open Court Science Connection (Kindergarten); Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Science (Grades 1-5)

Willow Cove Elementary School

Reading / Language Arts:  SRA / Open Court Reading (Grades K-5)

Reading / Language Arts Intensive Intervention:  Hampton Brown, High Point and SRA/Reach program (Grades 4-5)

ELD:  Carousel of ideas, Ballard and Tighe (Grades K-5)

Math:  Houghton Mifflin, Mathematics by Houghton Mifflin (Grades K-5)

History / Social Science:  Scott Foresman (Grades K-5)

Science:  SRA / Open Court, Science Connection (Kindergarten), Harcourt Brace School Publishers, Harcourt Science (Grades 1-5)

The following schools were identified as Facilities Only Williams Schools, and were not subject to verification of sufficiency of instructional materials:

Foothill Elementary School

Pittsburg High School

Documentation provided indicated that all activities were Board-approved.  In addition, purchase orders and inventory information were submitted.  Documentation available indicated that sufficient purchases of materials for all core content areas were made for the K-5 elementary grade students and 6-8 middle school students in the Williams schools in the district; the documentation also indicated that sufficient purchases of materials for Health were made for 6-8 middle school students in the district’s Williams schools that offer Health as a separate course.  In addition, the documentation indicated that sufficient purchases of materials for Foreign Language were made for 6-8 middle school students in the district’s Williams schools that offer Foreign Language.  The aforementioned purchases corresponded to the enrollment data for the district.

In addition, the district has provided documentation demonstrating that the Board resolution of sufficiency of approved instructional materials was held on October 25, 2006 with the required board minutes and agenda provided.  

School Facilities:

A review of the Pittsburg Unified School District schools found some emergency conditions that posed an emergency or urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff.

The following facilities issues should receive immediate attention at Pittsburg High School, if they have not already been addressed, based on the observations and recommendations of the CCCOE Williams Settlement Visitation Team:
1. Students are forced into the street because of a closed sidewalk.  Barricades and tape should be used.

2. Two electrical panels had books and carts too close to them in Room 134, causing an obstruction.  The items were moved on the visit---this type of situation should be avoided in the future.

3. Room 135 had outdated Home Economics equipment.  Stove not working.  Other equipment in room includes sinks, icemaker, oven, and hot plate.  The equipment needs to be inspected and removed / repaired.

The following facilities issues should receive immediate attention at Foothill Elementary School, based on the observations and recommendations of the CCCOE Williams Settlement Visitation Team:

1. Missing ceiling tiles in Library.

2. Sewer cleanouts needed on playground asphalt.

3. Tripping hazard on playground.

4. Set of doors in Multi-Purpose Room need to be remodeled.

In addition, the CCCOE visitation teams made the following observations, which demonstrate that the schools visited were not in “good repair”:

Pittsburg High School (Visited on September 14, 2006)

Interior Surfaces:  Stained ceiling tiles in Room 310.  Missing ceiling tile and floor base in Room 270.  Missing ceiling tile in Room 216.  Hole in wall in Room 240.  Missing / broken ceiling tiles in Boys’ Locker Room.  Hole in wall and wall patch in Gym Restroom.  Stair tread needs to be replaced in the area in the Girls’ section of the Gym heading west.  Chipped tile in Room 206.  Missing / damaged floor tile in Rooms 316 and 325-331.  Access panel needs to be replaced repaired in Room 316 and rooms 325-331.  Missing base in Room 127.  Chipped tile in Room 206.  Floor covering in halls and stair treads on North Campus need to be repaired / replaced.  Peeling paint on ceiling in Library.  Paneling in lobby of Theater needs to be repaired / replaced.  Ceiling patches above sink in Girls’ and Boys’ Restrooms by Room 319.  Holes in wall in Boys’ Restroom by Room 325.  Ceiling patch in Boys’ Restroom by Room 325, Girls’ Restroom by Room 331, and Boys’ Restroom by Room 331.  Hole above urinal in Boys’ Restroom by Cafeteria.

Electrical:  Lights out in Room 206.  Sharp edges in electrical cones in Room 133.  Lights out in Gym Restroom.  

Windows / Doors / Gates:  Broken window in Room 231.  Broken window in Room 241.   

Drinking Fountain:  Drinking fountain not working in Boys’ Locker Room.  Loose fountain in Room 325.

Restrooms:  Missing sink and hole in Girls’ Restroom in Gym.  Girls’ and Boys’ Restrooms by Room 319 are inaccessible, as they are locked.  Missing soap in Boys’ Restroom in Gym.  Broken urinal in Boys’ Restroom in Gym.  

Other:  Cabinet door off in Room 133.

During the Fall 2005 CCCOE Williams visitation, the following emergency situation that posed a threat to the health or safety of students or staff was observed at Pittsburg High School: Water pressure in eyewash fountain in Room 148 has exposed electrical outlet that shows signs (evidence) of short circuit arching.  This situation has been addressed.

The facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2006 visit were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Fall 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Reed McLaughlin, Superintendent, Randall Cox, District Facilities Representative, and Jim Hicks, District Representative, at the end of the visit.

Foothill Elementary School (Visited on September 15, 2006)

Interior Surfaces:  Pooled water in lights in Room A3.  Missing tiles in Kitchen.  Sections of cove base missing in Multi-Purpose Room.

Drinking Fountains:  Broken water fountain in Room D5.

Electrical:  Need electrical receptacle covers in Room E5.

Other:  Teacher cupboards need repair in Room C5.  Water leak in Kitchen next to hood.  

According to the Interim Evaluation Instrument with revisions that we received from Foothill Elementary School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Fall 2005 Williams visits:  Windows/Doors/Gates---C Pod Boys’ Restroom has functioning door opener; locks work properly in Rooms K-1 and K-2; Hazardous Materials---Chipping paint throughout interior and exterior (under eaves) of school has been addressed; Mechanical Systems--- mechanical systems in Library and in Rooms C-5 and C-3 functioning adequately; Girls’ Restroom no longer has boarded-up door vent; Interior Surfaces---tiles repaired in Room B-2; water damage not observed in ceiling tiles in Rooms K-1 and K-2; Structural Damage---issue of cement around tree in quad has been addressed; Fire Safety---school’s previous uncertainty about the number of fire extinguishers they should have has been addressed; Pest/Vermin Infestation---B-2 Boys’ Restroom has had drain cover replaced; large hole in Quad not observed; Electrical---tubes no longer hanging on air/heat unit in M-1 and M-2; exterior light covers and panels have been repaired; electrical wires no longer exposed in Rooms K-1, K-2, and A-1; 

Restrooms---soap supplied in C Pod Boys’ Restroom and D Pod Boys’ Restroom; paper towel dispensers have been repaired; restroom by Cafeteria has functioning sinks;

Playground/School Grounds---cracks in 2nd Grade Playground not observed; Sewer---Boys’ Restroom by B-2 no longer has leaking urinal and water on floor.

Most of the facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2006 visits were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Fall 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Virginia Green, Principal, and Randall Cox, District Facilities Representative, at the end of the visit.

Highlands Elementary School (Visited on September 18, 2006)

Electrical:  Loose light panel in Room 5.

Drinking Fountains:  Drinking faucet needs more force in Room 5.  No water pressure (water controls off) on playground fountains at the end of the 5th Grade hall---main pipe broken.

Restrooms:  Urine smell in both restrooms in Room 1.  Loose faucet in the Boys’ Restroom in the 5th Grade hallway near room 18.  Loose faucet and urine smell in the Boys’ Restroom in the 2nd Grade wing.  Backed up urinal, loose faucet, ants, and urine smell in Boys’ Restroom in the 3rd Grade wing.

Interior Surfaces:  Floor molding by back door in Room 2.  Frayed carpeting in middle seam in Rooms 30 and 31.  

According to the Interim Evaluation Instrument with revisions that we received from Highlands Elementary School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Fall 2005 Williams visits:  Windows/Doors/Gates---window in hallway repaired; Interior Surfaces---floor tiles in Room 22 and in the hallway entrance by Room 18 repaired; Electrical---lighting issues in classrooms and in Girls’ Restroom by Room 13 have been addressed; Drinking Fountains---faucet in the building near Room 13 is now functioning properly; faucets in Rooms 18 and 3 are no longer leaking.

The facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2006 visits were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Fall 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Steve Ahonen, Principal, at the end of the visit.

Los Medanos Elementary School (Visited on September 19, 2006)

Interior Surfaces:  Ceiling tile missing in Room 2.  Missing ceiling tiles in Room 11.  Floor in 5th Grade Hallway is very uneven causing the floor to appear lumpy, presenting a trip hazard.  

Electrical:  Ceiling has one tile with wires sticking out in Room 8.  Light fixtures need covers---bulb could shatter and send glass down on students in covered walkway near outside restrooms.  Light appears to be loose in Girls’ Restroom near Room 11.

Playground / School Grounds:  Significant cracks in the line-up area.

Restrooms:  Broken ADA stall door in Boy’s Restroom near Room 11.  Hole in wall where stall partition is connected and standing water in Girl’s Restroom near Room 11.  Standing water and missing vent grate in Girl’s Restroom near room 16.

According to the Interim Evaluation Instrument that we received from Los Medanos Elementary School, , the district made the following repairs as a result of the Fall 2005 Williams visits:  Windows/Doors/Gates---window in main hall has been repaired;   Kindergarten playground fence has been repaired; Interior Surfaces---floor tiles in main hall, in Library corridor, and in Multi-purpose Room have been repaired; floor in Rooms 20 and 21 has been repaired; Pest/Vermin Infestation---Holes in wall near Multi-purpose Room drinking fountain no longer visible; Electrical---lighting in Multi-purpose Room is now adequate; Restrooms---Restrooms have toilets that flush in 1st Grade Boys’ Restroom and 5th Grade Boys’ Restroom.

The facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2006 visits were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Fall 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Angela Stevenson, Principal, Randall Cox, Facilities Director, and Katy Colbath, District Curriculum and Instruction Representative, at the end of the visit.

Willow Cove Elementary School (Visited on September 20, 2006)

Electrical:  Lights in room to bathroom in Room K-(1) flicker or go on and off.  No covers on lights and lights out in Boys’ Restroom on Playground.  Broken light cover in Girls’ Restroom on Playground.

Drinking Fountains:  Drinking fountains by Room K-1 and by the Multi-Use Room / Cafeteria have too much pressure and overshoot. 

Playground / School Grounds:  Play structure on field has significant cracks in the concrete edging and in the plastic tick-tac-toe.  

Restrooms:  Floors in Boys’ and Girls’ Restrooms on Playground are missing pieces of covering.  Missing faucet push head in Boys’ Restroom by Room 25.  Two plugged urinals in Boys’ Restroom by Room 25.  Boys’ Restroom by Room 25 has low spot causing puddles, which presents a trip hazard.

Interior Surfaces:  Tiles missing from wall by entry to Girls’ Restroom by Room 25.  

According to the 2006 Interim Evaluation Instrument that we received from Willow Cove Elementary School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Fall 2005 Williams visits: Hazardous Materials---peeling paint no longer visible in Girls’ Restroom beside Room 25; Mechanical Systems---no problems with Room 15 air conditioner observed; Interior Surfaces---ceiling tiles in Kindergarten office, workroom for Room 3, workroom for Room 9, and Room 27 have been repaired / replaced; water damage in Rooms 13, 15, and workroom for Room 18 no longer visible; Pest/Vermin Infestation---no holes in ceiling of Kitchen observed; Electrical:  adequate lighting in Library; adequate lighting in Room 30;  adequate lighting in outside halls; ballasts now present in Rooms 2, 19, and 17; Drinking Fountains---Kitchen drain no longer appears to be rusted; Restrooms---Outside Boys’ Restroom has urinal and two sinks that are now functioning.

Most of the facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2006 visit were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Fall 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Janet Kuhl, Principal, and Randall Cox, District Facilities Representative, at the end of the visit.

Central Junior High School (Visited on September 21, 2006)

Windows / Doors / Gates:  Could use new blinds in Room E2.  Cracked window in north entrance of Gym.

Electrical:  Need wire protection on floor in Room D2---wires run across walking area near teacher desk.  Bare wires in Room E2.  Three diffusers missing in Room H1.  Light out near Room D3 in D Wing Hallway.  Light out and covers missing in F Wing Hallway.  Missing diffusers in Rooms H2, H4, and S2.  Broken diffuser in Room S2.  Broken conduit on outside back wall in Room J15.  Missing light switch cover in Room J13.  Light covers missing or loose in Room F1.  Missing / broken light covers in Room E8.  Entrance to Boys’ Locker Room area has broken light fixtures with exposed wires.  Breaker panel A-4 in Cafeteria unlocked and open.  Broken light fixture outside entrance area of Cafeteria.  Lights out in Boys’ Locker room.  Electrical socket cover missing in Boys’ Restroom in E Wing.  Light covers missing in Boys’ Restroom in Cafeteria.  ADA partition door broken in Girls’ Restroom in Cafeteria.  

Interior Surfaces:  Peeling paint under entrance ramp in Room J5.  Loose ceiling tile in Room J7.  Missing ceiling tiles in Gym and in Kitchen.  Linoleum floor in Kitchen needs repairing / replacing.  H and I Wings have chipped, cracked, and peeling paint on walls.  Floor tiles broken in Kitchen Restrooms.  Smoke damage in Girls’ Restroom in E Wing---could use ceiling paint.

Playground / School Grounds:  Walkway cover between Building E and Administrative Wing is damaged---when it rains, water will either build up and drain on students or it will collapse due to water’s weight.  Old plywood needs to be removed from space in between Portables J16 and J17.  Uncovered water valve / main near back of Administrative Wing near E Wing.  Telco Christie box has broken cover, leaving a dangerous hole.

Mechanical Systems:  Air conditioning inoperative in Second Floor Special Education office.  

Drinking Fountains:  No water pressure in drinking fountains in D Wing and in Gym.  Low water pressure in drinking fountains in Cafeteria entrance.  Leaks in drinking fountains in Gym.

Restrooms:  Missing soap in Girls’ Restroom in Cafeteria.  Missing paper towels in Girls’ Restroom in E Wing and in Girls’ Restroom in Cafeteria.  Urinals flush too hard in Boys’ Restroom in Gym and in Boys’ Restroom in Cafeteria.  Urinal leaks in Boys’ Restroom in Boys’ Locker room.  Lack of running water in sink in Girls’ Restroom in E Wing.  Loose toilet seats in Boys’ Restroom in E Wing and in Girls’ Restroom in Cafeteria.  Need cover on drain pipe in Boys’ Restroom in E Wing.  Missing sink in Boys’ Restroom in E Wing.  Handicapped toilet leaks in Boys’ Restroom in Cafeteria.

Other:  Dry rot on exterior of West Wall.  Sink doesn’t work in Rooms F1 and S2.  Air vent cover missing in Room E10.  Basketball backstop has broken support strap in Gym. Very bad odor in Girls’ Locker Room.  

According to the Interim Evaluation Instrument that we received from Central Junior High School, the district made the following repairs as a result of the Fall 2005 Williams visits:  Windows/Doors/Gates---door opener/closer in Room E-9 repaired; holes in gate adjacent to canal repaired; hole in J area fence repaired; hole in corner along top of northwest fence by canal repaired; cupboard in Room D-2 repaired; Hazardous Materials---hole in storeroom door in E Wing repaired; peeling paint on west side of Girls’ Locker Room no longer visible; problem of open crawl spaces under H and I Wings has been addressed;   chipping paint on ceiling in Boys’ Locker Room no longer visible; virtually no graffiti on this campus; Mechanical Systems---elevator is now operational; Interior Surfaces---ceiling tiles in Room J3 have been repaired; tiles under clock in Rooms D4 and 14 have been repaired; ceiling tiles in Room E4 and Room E5 have been repaired; hole no longer visible in ceiling in J Wing Girls’ Restroom; floor tiles outside Room F3 have been replaced; tile in Room F4 has been repaired; floor tiles in Room F2 and in the west end of the F Wing hall have been repaired; Structural Damage---E Wing eaves no longer have open holes---light fixture no longer filled with nest; Fire Safety---Rooms D2 and D7 no longer have fire extinguishers in hallway; fire extinguishers in Rooms J3, J8, J10, J12, J16, and J17 have been replaced; Pest/Vermin Infestation---hole in wall of handicapped stall in Girls’ Restroom in J Wing no longer visible; hole in tile behind door entrance to Boys’ Restroom in Cafeteria no longer visible; holes in ceiling outside E Wing under eaves and in the Boys’ Locker Room no longer visible; Electrical---breaker has been replaced in Room I3; light at entrance to Room J9 has been covered; Girls’ Restroom in Cafeteria has adequate lighting; adequate lighting in Room F2 and I4; light covers in the E Wing Boys’ Restroom in front of urinals have been replaced;  Drinking Fountains--Drinking fountains have adequate water pressure outside Room E10; near I Wing, faucets have adequate water pressure; Restrooms—stall walls in  D Wing Girls’ Restroom have been replaced;   Girls’ Restroom in E Wing supplied with toilet paper; Boys’ Restroom in Gym and in the J Wing Girls’ Restroom supplied with soap; spigots in Boys’ Restroom in Gym and the Boys’ Restroom in the Cafeteria repaired;  spigots in D Wing Girls’ Restroom and in the Boys’ Locker Room sink replaced; near I Wing standing water in stall in Girls’ Restroom no longer visible;  Playground/School Grounds---cracks on walkway between D and E Wings no longer visible; cracks outside office on walkway to west and in the parking lot no longer visible; holes behind office with plywood covers no longer visible; pieces of broken concrete, uneven surface behind office no longer visible; floor drain cover replaced n Boys’ Restroom in I Wing; toilet stall sheet rods in Boys’ Restroom west of Gym have been repaired; faucets repaired in Girls’ Restroom in Cafeteria, in Girls’ Restroom in D Wing,  and in Girls’ Restroom in E Wing; Sewer---problem of drain pipes from gutters not being attached to ground has been addressed; gutter near Library has been repaired.

The team observed that there has been a lot of work performed on this campus that alleviated what was indicated on the 2006 Interim Evaluation Instrument.  The team members saw this as a tribute to the hard working site staff of custodians and the district’s maintenance and operations department.

Most of the facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2006 visits were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Fall 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Eric Peyko, Principal, Randall Cox, District Facilities Representative, and Linda Rondeau, Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services, at the end of the visit.

Hillview Junior High School (Visited on September 22, 2006)

Interior Surfaces:  Old leak from water damage above windows in Library.  Missing ceiling tiles in Room P-4.  Missing / damaged ceiling tiles in Portables P-1 through P-9.  Loose ceiling tiles in Room P-9. Chipped tile in Cafeteria.

Structural Damage:  Roof drainpipe rusted through on left side of entry to Gym.  

Electrical:  Exposed cable / electrical wires in Portables P-1 through P-9.  Cover plate missing for outlet on the wall by windows in Room 116.  Hanging wires in 100 Wing Hallway.

Drinking Fountains:  Low water pressure in drinking fountains in 100 Wing.  Drinking fountains turned off in Gym----potential safety issue.

Playground / School Grounds:  Many potholes on athletic fields (football and softball fields).  Bee hives and water leak on football field.

Restrooms:  Boys’ Restroom in Boys’ Locker Room not fully operational.  Broken floor drain cover presents trip hazard in Girls’ Restroom in 400 Wing.  Plugged urinal in Boys’ Restroom.

During the Fall 2005 CCCOE Williams visitation, the following emergency situations that posed a threat to the health or safety of students or staff were observed: 1) Broken windows in Cafeteria—these windows have been replaced; 2) Exposed rebar and broken brickwork in quad---this situation has been addressed; 3) Uneven pavement on walkway south of Gym---this situation has been addressed; 4) Toilet in 5th stall of the 400 Wing Girls’ Restroom leaks and there is water on the floor---this toilet has been repaired.

The facilities issues that were noted during the Fall 2006 visits were different from the observations noted by the CCCOE visitation team during the Fall 2005.  The observations of the CCCOE visitation team were shared with Todd Whitmire, Principal, and Randall Cox, Director of Facilities, at the end of the visit.

School Accountability Report Card:

The School Accountability Report Card (SARC) for the 2005-06 school year was available for review.  The Contra Costa County Office of Education verified the 2005-06 SARC for the Pittsburg Unified School District Williams Schools for “the accuracy of data reported on the school accountability report card with respect to the availability of sufficient textbooks and instructional materials as defined by Section 60119 and the safety, cleanliness, and adequacy of school facilities, including good repair as required by Sections 17014, 17032.5, 17070.75, and 17089” and compared it with the CCCOE Williams visitation and data collection from Fall 2005.  The data reported on the SARC with respect to the availability of sufficient textbooks and instructional materials as defined by Section 60119 was accurate.  However, the data reported on the SARC with respect to the safety, cleanliness, and adequacy of school facilities was inaccurate.  

In reference to the annual review of Teacher Assignment/Misassignment, please note the following information:


The findings for the 2006-07 school year Williams assignment monitoring for Pittsburg Unified School District determined that a total of 334 teachers at Foothill Elementary, Highlands Elementary, Los Medanos Elementary, Willow Cove Elementary, Central Junior High School, Hillview Junior High School, and Pittsburg High School are under review.  All teachers at Foothill Elementary School hold appropriate credentials.  Two teachers at Highlands Elementary, one teacher at Los Medanos Elementary, two teachers at Willow Cove Elementary, four teachers at Central Junior High School, nine teachers at Hillview Junior High School, and twelve teachers at Pittsburg High School do not hold the appropriate credentials.  Four teachers at Foothill Elementary, two teachers at Highlands Elementary, six teachers at Los Medanos Elementary, two teachers at Willow Cove Elementary, five teachers at Central Junior High School, thirteen teachers at Hillview Junior High School, and seven teachers at Pittsburg High School are not certified to teach EL learners; the aforementioned thirty-nine teachers are in process of obtaining EL authorization.  

In reference to the Uniform Complaint information, the quarterly complaint report from the Pittsburg Unified School District provides the following information:


A revised Uniform Complaint Board Policy was adopted by the Pittsburg Unified School District on March 8, 2006.  The Uniform Complaint Classroom Notice was revised on December 14, 2005.  During the period from October 2005 to December 2005, no complaints were filed.  During the period from January 2006 to March 2006, no complaints were filed.  During the period from April 2006 to June 2006, no complaints were filed.  During the period from July 2006 to September 2006, no complaints were filed.

Respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH A. OVICK, Ed.D.



BARBARA BERMAN, Ph.D.

Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Special Projects Coordinator
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