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SAN FRANCISCO

Lee says he won m

With 85 percent
of votes counted, he
has strong leads

By Beth Duff-Brown
and Marcus Wohlsen
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Ed
Lee, an unassuming city bu-
reaucrat who calls himself
a “reluctant politician,” de-
clared himself the winner of
the San Francisco mayoral
race Wednesday, beating out
a wide field of strong candi-
dates with 85 percent of the
votes counted.

Once Lee is confirmed
winner by elections officials,
he would become the city’s
first elected Asian-American
mayor.

Elections officials said
that with about 85 percent
of the votes counted, Lee, the
interim mayor, had taken a
commanding lead, with 61
percent of the votes. City Su-
pervisor John Avalos trailed
far behind with 39 percent.

“I'm confident that we can
use the word victory right
now,” Lee said outside his of-
fice at City Hall.

Flanked by his wife and
daughter, Lee became emo-
tional as he spoke about the
honor of becoming the 43rd
mayor of the city, as well as
the first Asian-American.

“The voters of San Fran-
cisco want four more years
of what we've been doing,”
he said. “I'm not going any-
where except to do the best I
can representing this city.”

Lee had been the interim
mayor since January and in-
sisted right up until August
that he would not run. But
once he joined the contest —
encouraged by political heavy-
weights and accomplishments
during his short term in office
— no candidate came close to
matching his likability ratings.

Voters had been waiting
to hear Wednesday whether
they could get their first Asian-
American or Hispanic mayor,
after an instant runoff was
launched when no candidate
got a majority of the vote.
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San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, center, shakes hands with a
volunteer at the San Francisco Veterans Affairs Medical
Center on Wednesday in San Francisco. Lee holds a wide
lead against a diverse slate of 15 candidates.

This is the first mayoral
election in which the voter-
adopted ranked-choice sys-
tem has kicked in, designed to
save the city an estimated $15
million in runoff costs over 10
years. Newsom was re-elected
in 2007 with more than 70 per-
cent of the vote, eliminating
any need to start counting sec-
ond- and third-choice votes.

If no candidate gets a
majority, the last-place can-
didate is eliminated. Voters
who chose that candidate
have their votes transferred
to their second-choice can-
didates. If a voter’s first and
second choices are elimi-
nated, then their third-choice
is counted, a process that re-
peats until one candidate re-
ceives more than 50 percent.
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the charter wins approval.
He also said he agreed with
Dennler’s idea of tackling
problems at schools.

“T would encourage the
district and the charter or-
ganizers to work together
on a process that continues
to address some of the griev-
ances,” he said. “It’s not go-
ing to change their ability to
appeal the decision we made.
The only thing that can come
from this is good for the stu-
dents and the parents. And
I think it can’t happen fast
enough. I think it needs to
happen immediately.”

The district may also cre-
ate an independent commit-
tee to determine the ultimate
financial effect of the charter,
Superintendent Steven Law-
rence told the board. About
40 people spoke at Tuesday’s
meeting, with nearly two
dozen supporting the char-
ter, about a dozen against
it and five people urging the
board to consider the entire
district, without specifically
opposing the charter.

Northgate Principal John
McMorris urged the charter
organizers to work within the
district for the changes they
want, similar to the way he
worked with dissatisfied par-
ents when he came to North-
gate about four years ago.

Dennler and trustee Cheryl

Hansen initially supported the
charter by voting to approve
it without conditions. The mo-
tion was defeated.

Dennler said the district
needs to examine why the
Clayton Valley community
wants to sever its relation-
ship with the district. Han-
sen then moved to deny the
charter so organizers could
appeal to the county.

But she was the lone vote
against her own motion, say-
ing she supported the char-
ter and did not think people
should be afraid of change.

Trustee Linda Mayo said
her vote to deny the petition
was based on the financial
analysis. She also said the
educational program was not
innovative.
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‘Circus’ cartoonist dies

Keane’s beloved
panel has run for
more than 50 years

By Amanda Lee Myers

Associated Press

PHOENIX — For more
than a half century, Bil Ke-
ane’s clever “Family Circus”
comics entertained readers
with a mix of humor and
traditional family values,
intentionally simplistic be-
cause the author thought
the American public needed
the consistency.

Keane, who started draw-
ing the one-panel cartoon
featuring Billy, Jefty, Dolly,
P.J. and their parents in Feb-
ruary 1960, died Tuesday at
age 89. His comic strip is fea-
tured in nearly 1,500 newspa-
pers across the country.

Jeff Keane, his son, said
his father died of congestive
heart failure. Bil Keane has
a home in Paradise Valley,
near Phoenix, but it was not
immediately clear where he
died.

Keane said in a 1995 in-
terview with The Associated
Press that the cartoon en-
dured because of its consis-
tency and simplicity.

“It’s reassuring, I think,
to the American public to see

the  same
family,” he
said.
Although
% ) Keane kept
’ E @ the strip
A\ | currentwith
ﬁ references
; to pop cul-
Kear! . ,  ture movies
Said ‘Circus
and songs,
succeeded
the context
because of . :
! e of his comic
simplicity. was  time-
less. The

ghostlike “Ida Know” and
“Not Me” who got blamed
for household accidents
were staples of the strip.
The family’s pets were dogs
Barfy and Sam, and the cat,
Kittycat.

“We are, in the comics,
the last frontier of good,
wholesome family humor
and entertainment,” Keane
said. “On radio and televi-
sion, magazines and the
movies, you can’t tell what
you're going to get. When
you look at the comic page,
you can usually depend on
something acceptable by the
entire family.”

His friend Charles M.
Schulz, the late creator of
“Peanuts,” once said the
most important thing about
“Family Circus” is that it’s
funny.

“I think we share a care

for the same type of humor,”
Schulz told The Associated
Press in 1995. “We're both
family men with children
and look with great fondness
at our families.”

Keane said the strip hit
its stride with a cartoon he
did in the mid-1960s.

“It showed Jeffy coming
out of the living room late
at night in pajamas and
Mommy and Daddy watch-
ing television and Jeffy
says, ‘I don’t feel so good,
I think I need a hug.” And
suddenly I got a lot mail
from people about this dear
little fella needing a hug,
and [ realized that there
was something more than
just getting a belly laugh

every day.”
Even with his traditional
side, Keane appreciated

younger cartoonists’ efforts.
Helisted Gary Larson’s “The
Far Side” among his favor-
ites, and he loved it when
Bill Griffith had his offbeat
“Zippy the Pinhead” char-
acter wake up from a bump
on the head thinking he was
Keane's Jeffy.

In later years, Keane con-
tinued to produce “Family
Circus” with the help of his
youngest son, Jeff. Keane
sketched out the ideas, char-
acters and captions and sent
them to Jeff for inking.
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Tue., 11/22 at 5 p.m.
Doctors Medical Center
100-A Town Center

Health Net wants you

to get [MOIE from

your Medicare Adumntage plon .

=

Reserve your seat today
for a free seminar to learn
more about Health Net's
comprehensive medical and
prescription drug plans.

Thur., 11/17 at 2 p.m.
John Muir Medical Center
1220 Rossmoor Pkwy

FREE bag

just for meeting with us!

Q

REGISTER TODAY FOR YOUR SEMINAR.
Call Health Net now. Annual enrollment ends December 7.

1-877-211-4571
TTY/TDD 1-800-929-9955

(™ Health Net'

7 days a week, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Find more locations at
healthnet.com/seminars. HMO and/or PPO products
will be discussed. Se habla espanol.

MEDICARE PROGRAMS

Health Net. A Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare
contract. A sales person will be present with information and ap-
plications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at
sales meetings, call 1-877-211-4571 (TTY/TDD 1-800-929-9955),
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., 7 days a week. Free gift provided with-
out obligation to enroll, while supplies last. CA85448 (11/11)
SC6792 Health Net of California, Inc. and Health Net Life Insur-
ance Company are subsidiaries of Health Net, Inc. Health Net is
a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. All rights reserved.
Y Material ID#Y0035_2012_0385 (H0562, H5439) File & Use 10052011
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HOTTEST HOLD'EM ACTIONL

$70,000" Super Cash Jackpots |

OVER $5,000,000 PAID OUT!

Three Card Poker. « Omaha 8 or Better
Pai Gow Poker « Hot Action Blackjack:

Visit our NEW casino!
Large Cardroom * Full Bar * Restaurant ¢ Free Valet Service

TO
SACRAMENTO
Center Ave.

7] CONCORD

GRAND *CASINO

“Your Best Bet in the Bay Area!”

20 MINUTESTO TO
SAN FRANCISCO SAN JOSE

'GEGA-001344. No purchase necessary. Management reserves the right to modify or cancel promotions at any time. Please inquire at cashier's cage. PLEASE GAMBLE RESPONSIBLY. Gambling problem? 1-800-GAMBLER

5988 Pacheco Blvd. Pacheco, CA + 925-685-8397
(off HWY 680 at Concord Ave.) - CaliforniaGrandCasino.com

BRING THIS COUPON IN TODAY!

$20 GETS
YOU $50!

IN CHIPS
For our new Hold’em
& Omaha players!

First visit only. Poker only. Based on 2 hours play.
Limit one per player. Expires 12-29-11 - CC Times
*GEGA-000595

Deborah Bordeau

2011-2012 Contra Costa County Teacher of the Year

We are proud to announce this year’s Contra Costa County Teacher of the Year, Deborah
Bordeau. All of our district Teachers of the Year exemplify the highest standards of excellence
and dedication in the teaching profession. Each of them strives year after year to give their
very best to their students. Our profound thanks for their courage and commitment!

Deborah Bordeau
Laurel Elementary
Oakley Union Elementary SD
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Back row (left to right): Michae

Jeremy Umland (John Swett).

VISIONARIES, BENEFACTORS, SPONSORS, AND CONTRIBUTORS

CONTRIBUTORS
Val and Patty Castro
Diablo Vista Retired Teachers’

VISIONARIES

Chevron

Contra Costa County
Office of Education

Contra Costa Newspapers,
Inc.

Dean and Margaret Lesher
Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

BENEFACTORS

Allegro Copy and Print
Brandman University

C. Overaa and Company
California Symphony
Comcast

ConocoPhillips

| ood (Liberty), R

Donna Kenyon
John Baldwin Elementary
San Ramon Valley USD

2011-2012 DISTRICT TEACHERS OF THE YEAR
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George Miller Youth
Foundation

KNN Public Finance

Travis Credit Union

Shell Oil Products U.S./
Martinez Refinery

USS POSCO Industries

SPONSORS

ACSA Region 6

Broadway Plaza Shopping
Center

CD Federal Credit Union

Dow Chemical Company

Mechanics Bank

Susan Stuart & Associates

 JUA

enee Travis (Martinez), Diane Dias
(Walnut Creek), Deborah Bordeau (Oakley), Donna Kenyon (San Ramon Valley),

Steve Coccimiglio (Community College District); Second row: Carol Scott (Moraga),

Patsy Templeton (Orinda), Gina Terry (Brentwood), Donna Aspell (Knightsen),

Carroll Martin (Lafayette), Sue Noce (Mt. Diablo); Third row: Nichole Hackett (Mt. Diablo),

Thomas Gravert (Antioch), Emma Arellano Flores (Pittsburg), Kristin Ortega (Byron),
Marie Graham-Tyler (CCCOE), Nanci Buckingham (West Contra Costa), and

Hilton Concord
Office Depot
Pleasant Hill Florist

Trinity Media, Inc.

Sue Noce
Foothill Middle
Mt. Diablo USD

Association

CONTRA COSTA




