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Educational Technology Classes

Create Web Sites Quick with WebBlender 2
All

WebBlender 2 is the third application in the
Imagination Suite from Tech4Learning. All
three products are designed to work seamlessly
together or alone. WebBlender makes creating
Web sites easy and fun. Participants will be able
to produce rich sites with text, graphics, sound,
movies, and podcasts. Software included.

Date: Mar. 12, 4-7 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5654

Prerequisites: Basic computer and internet

skills

Facilitator: Rovina Salinas, CCCOE

Fee: $86

Excel: Tips & Tricks All
Increase your knowledge of Excel with this
class! Learn how to sort and plter data, as well
as working with formulas and graph func-
tions. Understand how to collapse data and
use subtotals. Practice linking worksheets and
workbooks. Use Excel with the Mail Merge
features of Word. (The course will be using Of-
pce 2003 Pro for PC and Ofpce 2004 for Mac, but
most features are available on other versions of
Microsoft Excel.)

Date: Mar. 13, 4-7 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5645

Prerequisites: Excel | and 1l classes, or equiva-

lent

Facilitator: Helen Kostoff, CCCOE

Fee: $40 educators; $50 non-educators

PowerPoint I: Creating a Basic
Presentation All
PowerPoint can help build your conpdence as
a speaker while providing a dynamic manner
in which to present your information. Learn
the basics to start creating slide shows with
PowerPoint. Use different views available, and
apply a design to your show. Combine text, clip
art, images, and sound. Explore different stu-
dent and teacher oriented uses for PowerPoint
slide shows.
Date: Mar. 11; Class ID: 04-5642; 4-7 p.m.
Prerequisites: Basic computer skills
Facilitator Eileen C. Walters, CCCOE
Fee: $40 educators; $50 non-educators

PowerPoint lI: Dressing Up with
Multimedia All
PowerPoint | graduates can now learn how to
enhance their presentations with multimedia
resources using pictures, animated GIFs, graph-
ics, special effects, and sound.

Dates: Mar. 18, 4-7 p.m.; Class 1D 04-5643

Prerequisites: Completion of PowerPoint |

Facilitator: Eileen C. Walters, CCCOE

Fee: $40 educators; $50 non-educators

PowerPoint lll: Adding Interactivity to your
Presentations All
Learn how to make your PowerPoint presenta-
tions interactive for your audience or students.
Create presentations that will promote audience
participation. Link presentations to the Web.
Learn how to jump from one slide to another
slide, or to another presentation.

Dates: Mar. 26, 4-7 p.m.; Class 1D 04-5651

Prerequisites: Basic understanding of multi-

media and basic PowerPoint skills

Facilitator: Eileen C. Walters, CCCOE

Fee: $40 educators; $50 non-educators

The Wild World of Wikis All
Learn how a wiki is used to post classroom or
library content, collect data, and review stu-
dent work. Discover how a wiki can serve as a
centralized information Web site for meetings,
including presenting a schedule of upcoming
events. Walk away with your own wiki creation.
Date: Mar. 20, 4-7 p.m.; Class ID 04-5650
Prerequisites: Intermediate computer skills,
basic internet skills, basic word processing
skills, and a basic understanding of multime-
dia
Facilitator: Linda Uhrenholt, AT&T
Fee: $40 educators; $50 non-educators

A complete schedule of technology courses offered by the Contra
Costa County Ofpce of Education Technology Systems is posted
at <www.cocoschools.org/classes>. Registration for these classes
can be done at this site. All classes are held at CCCOE, 77 Santa
Barbara Rd., Pleasant Hill, unless otherwise noted. For COE
classes only: Kelly Laidley, (925) 942-3451

Resources/Contests

Mathematics Intervention Publishers Fair
Teachers 4-7

The CCCOE’s Curriculum & Instruction Depart-
ment will be offering the Mathematics Interven-
tion Publishers Fair for school districts, admin-
istrators, and teachers to preview the upcoming
newly adopted Mathematics 4-7 Intervention
Programs.

Date and location: Apr. 21, 3:30-6:35 p.m;

CCCOE Stewart Building, 77 Santa Barbara

Rd., Pleasant Hill

Fee: Free

For info: Contact Rovina Salinas at (925) 942-

5332 or <rsalinas@cccoe.k12.ca.us>

Free Textbooks Teachers K-2
Wilbooks is pleased to offer free state-specipc
textbooks. Educators will only have to pay
forty-pve cents per book to cover shipping,
handling and administrative costs. Teachers
may only select books about their own state. In
addition, this site offers numerous other bargain
books that are either free, or very low cost.

For info: <www.Wilbooks.com>

Law-Related Education Teacher of the Year
Awards All
The American Lawyer Auxiliary will recognize
an instructor for each level (elementary, middle,
and high school) who has made an outstanding
contribution to law-related education and whose
programs have stimulated a deeper sense of
individual responsibility so that students recog-
nize their duties as well as their rights. Elemen-
tary, middle, and high school teachers from the
United States are eligible to receive the $1,500
cash scholarship award.

Deadline: April 10

For info: Contact Connie Meigs at (323) 291-

8891 or <cmeigs01@yahoo.com> or visit

<www.abanet.org/ala/nominating.html>

Preparedness Grants All
The Contra Costa County Community Aware-
ness and Emergency Response (CAER) Group
has grants for up to $2,500 available to non-
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Preparedness Grants — continued
propt businesses, agencies, schools, and organizations to
conduct an emergency preparedness drill or exercise. The
drill must have a stated list of objectives that exclusively
address Contra Costa County. Complete details and rules
about the 2008 grants are posted on the CAER Web site.
For info: Contact (925) 313-9296 or visit
<WWW.cococaer.org>
Deadline: March 15

Upcoming Events/Field Trips

Science & Engineering Fair All
The 2008 Contra Costa County Science & Engineering Fair
welcomes all to attend and view the numerous projects sub-
mitted this year by county middle and high school students.
Attendees can observe the presentations and experiments up
close, as well as talk to the students who entered them.

Date and location: April 5; 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon; Heald

Conference Center, 5130 Commercial Cir., Concord

Fee: Free

For info: <cceconptnr.org/ScienceFair>

Run Like the Wind in San Ramon Half Marathon &
5K Run/Walk All
Designed by and for residents of the Bay Area, The Run Like
the Wind in San Ramon Half Marathon & 5K Run/Walk
promotes a healthy, active lifestyle for all ages and ptness
abilities.

Dates and location: March 30; San Ramon Dougherty Sta-

tion Community Center, 17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San

Ramon

For info: contact (925) 973-3269 or

<mjones@sanramon.ca.gov>

All School Shelter-in-Place Drill All
Put this event on your school’s calendar now! Community
Awareness Emergency Response (CAER) invites all schools
to practice and improve their site emergency procedures for
shelter-in-place by taking part in this 7th annual county-
wide exercise. Guidelines for this program will be sent out
to all districts and school principals this summer. Schools
can use the time for training, running brief drills, or conduct-
ing more detailed emergency exercises.

Date: Nov. 5; 11:00 a.m.

For info: Call 888-972-2237 or visit <www.cococaer.org>

Professional Development/Opportunities

California Subject Examination Test (CSET) Prep Course
Teachers K-12

The CCCOE is offering test preparation courses geared to-
wards helping individuals as they prepare to take the CSET
exam. Courses cover content and test-taking strategies.
Spring courses are offered in the following areas: Multiple
Subijects, Single Subject English, Single Subject Math, Single
Subject Physical Education, Single Subject Science, and
Single Subject Social Science.

Dates and location: Multiple offerings between the dates

of Apr. 8 and May 13, 5-8 p.m.; held at the CCCOE,

Pleasant Hill

Fees: $65, six-hour course; $100, 9-hour course; $195,
18-hour course

For info: Contact Jean Wells, CCCOE, (925) 942-3386 or
visit <www.cccoe.k12.ca.us/supe/Zhr/hr_cset.htm>

Career-Focused Summer Camps Looking for Teachers
H.S. Teachers
The CCCOE and the Contra Costa Economic Partnership
(along with numerous professional partners) will once again
be producing three outstanding hands-on education career
camps, offered to incoming high school juniors and seniors
this summer. The week-long camps are looking for teachers
to support student learning. Instructors will earn profes-
sional development hours for each camp, while also being
exposed to a full range of industry experts. The week-long
summer camps are scheduled for these dates: Construction
and Engineering, June 16-20, Diablo Valley College, Pleas-
ant Hill; Environmental Sciences , June 23-27, Delta Diablo
Sanitation District, Antioch; and Biotechnology, July 7-11,

CSUEB, Concord.
For info: Contact Louise Barbee, CCCOE, (925) 942-3385 or
<lbarbee@cccoe.k12.ca.us> or visit
<http://www.cocosummercamps.org>

Working with the Media: Avoiding Minefields
Administrators K-College

Working with the Media is a training presented by the Contra
Costa Public Information Network (CCPIN). Attendees will
learn how to work with the media and utilize the best tactics
to deliver their messages, while avoiding common media
relations pitfalls. The session will include numerous video
clips of interviews and press conferences with leaders and
spokespeople that illustrate how to work effectively with the
media. Training creator and instructor, Julie Freestone, is the
communications ofpcer for Contra Costa Health Services.

Dates and location: Apr. 10, 10:30 a.m.-noon; CCCOE

Stewart Building, 77 Santa Barbara Rd., Pleasant Hill

Fees: Free

For info and RSVP: Contact Peggy Marshburn, CCCOE,

(925) 942-3420 or <pmarshburn@cccoe.k12.ca.us>

Taking Center Stage — Act Il
District and Middle Grades Leadership Teams

The CCCOE and the CDE are sponsoring a professional de-
velopment opportunity tailored specipcally for district and
middle grades leadership teams. This day-long presentation
is designed for districts and school leadership teams of four
to six individuals. Among the featured speakers include
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell
and Dr. Debbie Silver, expert on differentiated instruction for
middle grade students.

Date and location: Apr. 8, 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.; Contra

Costa County Schools Insurance Group (CCSIG) ofpce, 550

Ellinwood Way, Pleasant Hill

Fees: $50.00 per person (For teams of four or more, one fee

will be waived)

For info: Contact Eva Davis at (925) 942-3392 or

<edavis@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, or register at

<http://register.ed1stop.net>

Deadline: Mar. 31

Online Resources from Grants to Technology Lesson Plans:

e Education World: <www.education-world.com>. Type o0grantso in search peld and select 6Grants for Education.é
e The Awesome Library: <www.neat-schoolhouse.org> Contains thousands of education resources and lesson

plan ideas.

= www.edlstop.net: Connecting educators to quality online resources in one stop, supporting teachers in doing what
they do best—teaching. The portal, a personal gateway to both subscription-based services and free education Web
sites, has been selected to help teachers meet state standards. All are NCLB compliant. It provides digital instructional
services, instructional tools, professional development activities, access to all the Contra Costa County library system
data bases and resources, and data management solutions, all through one site.
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