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Educational Technology Classes

Digital Storytelling with PhotoStory 3 All
Every student has a story to tell. Learn how
PhotoStory 3 can motivate your students to
write Yuently and with a purpose for an authen-
tic audience. Import and arrange your pictures
on atime line. Add titles, captions, and plters
to your pictures. Narrate the story with voice
and/or background music. This class is for PC
users only.

Date: Nov. 4, 4-6 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5728

Prerequisites: Basic computer skills and

imagination

Facilitator: Amy Geotina, CCCOE

Fee: $25 educators; $30 non-educators

Interactive PowerPoint All
In this class you will learn how to make interac-
tive PowerPoints that use sounds, movies, and
Web sites. Youill leave with templates you can
use in your classroom and the skills to build
your own interactive PowerPoints.

Date: Oct. 16, 4-6 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5719

Prerequisites: Intermediate computer skills,

not for beginners

Facilitator: Theresa Nierlich, CCCOE

Fee: $25 educators; $35 non-educators

Photoshop Elements 6 All
Photoshop Elements is a user-friendly photo-
retouching tool that also allows you to manipu-
late text, crop images, and create Web-ready
graphics. You will create your own photo col-
lage, retouch scanned images, and learn how to
convert images for Web pages.

Dates: Nov. 5 & 6, both classes held 4-7 p.m.;

Class ID: 04-5714

Prerequisites: Basic computer skills

Facilitator: Rovina Salinas, CCCOE

Fee: $70 educators; $80 non-educator

A complete schedule of technology courses offered by the Contra
Costa County Ofpce of Education Technology Systems is posted
at <www.cocoschools.org/classes>. Registration for these classes
can be done at this site. All classes are held at CCCOE, 77 Santa
Barbara Rd., Pleasant Hill, unless otherwise noted. For COE
classes only: Kelly Laidley, (925) 942-3451

Resources/Contests

Contra Costa County Library e-Card Service
All

The Contra Costa County Library offers a
remote online library card registration service
called Library e-Card Service, which is available
from the libraryis Web site. With this service,
you can access the libraryis resources 24-hours a
day, such as book searches and book holds. Us-
ers will be able to download numerous resourc-
es to their computers, such as animated talking
books for children, technical and legal reports,
magazines, newspapers, and their extensive
e-Book collection.

Fee: Free

Info: Contra Costa County Library: (925) 646-

6434 or <www.ccclib.org/faqs/e_Cards.html>

Mt. Diablo Astronomical Society All
The Mt. Diablo Astronomical Society will gladly
organize an astronomy night for your school,
youth group, or community organization. Their
members volunteer their time and their tele-

scopes to bring the universe to you. They also
provide knowledgeable speakers and activities
on various astronomy topics either in a class-
room or in a meeting setting.

Fee: Free

For info: <outreachinfo@mdas.net>or visit

<www.mdas.net>

Calisphere Web Site All
Calisphere Web site offers educators, students,
and the general public access to more that
150,000 digitized primary sources from the
libraries and museums of the UC campuses and
cultural heritage organizations across California.
These materials include photographs, docu-
ments, newspapers, political cartoons, works of
art, diaries, transcribed oral histories, advertis-
ing, and other unique cultural artifacts, which
reveal the diverse history and culture of Califor-
nia.

For info: Visit

<www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu>

Free Classroom Materials All
East Bay Municipal Utilities District
(EBMUD) can provide classrooms with free
water education and conservation curricula,
including colorful student workbooks. Materi-
als are available for grades k-12.
For info: Contact Josie Costa (510) 287-0138 or
visit<http://www.ebmud.com/services/edu-
cation_& outreach/>

Children’s Oral Health Program All
The Childrenis Oral Health Program of the Fam-
ily, Maternal, and Child Health (FMCH) Pro-
grams in Contra Costa Health Services works in
collaboration with numerous community part-
ners and private dentists to provide preventative
dental services to children in low-income areas
of the county. They offer free dental education,
assessments, yuoride varnish, sealants, and
resources to dental care for qualiped schools.
For info: Contact (925) 313-6280 or visit
www.cchealth.org/services/dental

School Drills

All School Shelter-in-Place Drill All
Community Awareness Emergency Response
(CAER) invites all schools to practice and
improve their site emergency procedures for
shelter-in-place by taking part in this 7th an-
nual county-wide exercise. Guidelines for this
program were sent out to all districts and school
principals this summer. Schools can use the
time for training, running brief drills, or con-
ducting more detailed emergency exercises.

Date: Nov. 5; 11:00 a.m.

For info: Call 888-972-2237 or visit

<WWW.COCOocaer.org>

County Technology Academy Grants All
The County Technology Academy Grants
(CTAG) are sponsored by the Dean and Marga-
ret Lesher Foundation. These grants support
curriculum development efforts that increase the
infusion of technology to result in improved
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County Technology Academy Grants (continued)
student performance. There will be an informational meet-
ing for those interested, scheduled for the afternoon of Oct.
15. This is an $8,000 grant.
For info: Contact Amy Geotina, CCCOE, at (925) 942-
3441 or <ageotina@cccoe.k12.ca.us> or Theresa Nierlich,
CCCOE, at (925) 296-1433 or <tnierlich@cccoe.k12.ca.us>,
or visit <www.cocoschools.org/ctag>
Deadline: Dec. 2

Interactive Community News Grant RFA
Teachers grades 3-12

The Interactive Community News Grant is a project-based
activity for students to build writing, literacy, and publishing
skills by creating a newspaper that is comprised of articles
from students throughout the county. There will be several
informational meetings scheduled, available for those inter-
ested, beginning the afternoon of Oct. 6. Winning proposals
will receive up to $2,500 in equipment and materials to sup-
port the project.

Dates and location: Several information meeting dates of-

fered; held at the CCCOE Stewart Building, Pleasant Hill

For info: Contact Amy Geotina, CCCOE, at (925) 942-3441,;

<ageotina@cccoe.k12.ca.us> or Theresa Nierlich, CCCOE,

at (925) 296-1433 or <tnierlich@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, or visit

<www.cocoschools.org/ctag>

Deadline: Nov. 5

Environmental Excellence Awards
Grades K-12

The 2009 SeaWorld/Busch Gardens/ Environmental Excel-
lence Awards will recognize the outstanding program cre-
ated and implemented by students and teachers across the
country who are working at the grass-roots level to protect
and preserve the environment. Awards between $5,000 and
$10,000 will be presented.

Deadline: Nov. 28

For info: Contact (877) 792-4332 or visit <www.swbg-ani-

mals.org/conservation-matters/eea/index.htm>

Upcoming Events/Field Trips

Academic Decathlon Volunteers Needed
Come out and join the fun, while helping our students with
this outstanding event. The Academic Decathlon is held on
two separate days: prst meeting will include Essay, Speech,
and Interview sessions. Second meeting will feature the
Written Tests and the Super Quiz Relay.

Dates and location: Jan. 10, CSU East Bay, Concord and

Feb. 7, Los Medanos College, Pittsburg

For info: Contact Joan Ski, CCCOE, (925) 942-3400 or

<jsieczkowski@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, or visit

<www.cocoschools.org/events>

Los Vaqueros Tarantula Run All
There is a trail race or walk course for every member of the
family, at the Contra Costa Water Districtis 3rd Annual Los
Vaqueros Tarantula Run. Participants take part with the
eventis 1/2 marathon, 10K, 5K, or 1K Kids Run. Everyone
will receive a commemorative T-shirt, goody bag, snacks,

beverages, and free admission to Los Vaqueros Watershed.
Date and location: Oct. 25; Los Vaqueros Watershed,
Brentwood
Fee: $25 per person, with discounted prices offered to fam-
ily entrants, seniors, and kids; free for children participat-
ing in the 1K Run
For info: Contact Jim Freschi at (925) 688-8175 or
<jfreschi@ccwater.com>, or visit <http://www.ccwater.
com/losvaqueros/tarantulaRun.asp>

Junior Science and Humanities Symposium
H.S. teachers & students

The 47th Annual Northern California Western Nevada Re-
gional Junior Science and Humanities Symposium is an out-
standing opportunity for interested students to hear world
and nationally renowned scientists speak on their research,
visit laboratories of practicing university and industrial
scientists, talk informally with scientists about future career
options, and converse with peers about shared interests in
science, engineering, math, and technology.

Dates and location: March 12-14; Lawrence Hall of Sci-

ence, University of California at Berkeley

Deadline: Pre-registration/indication of interest must be

submitted by Nov. 14

For info: Contact Roger Martin at (510) 642-4155 or

<rmartin@berkeley.edu>, or visit

<www.lawrenacehallofscience.org/jshs>

Professional Development/Workshops

2008 California Science Education Conference
Science teachers K-12

This is Californiais premier annual professional development
conference for science educators. There will be speakers,
hands-on workshops, peld courses, exhibits, and plenty of
resources to take back to the classroom.

Dates and location: Oct. 30 - Nov. 2; held at the San Jose

Convention Center

Fees: Numerous rate options, check conference application

For info: Contact (916) 979-7004 or visit

<www.cascience.org>

Best Practices in Teaching Leadership Seminars All
The Saturday Seminars have a broad range of professional
development offerings for educators. The seminars provide
the opportunity to learn research-based teaching techniques
and strategies from a variety of dedicated professionals.
Presenters are carefully chosen to provide practical and pur-
poseful information that directly relates to the classroom and
student learning. The seminars also provide networking op-
portunities. Afternoon sessions are organized by grade level
and subject, and are guided by experienced facilitators.
Dates and location: Six Saturday dates, between Oct. 25,
2008 and May 16, 2009; St. Maryis College, Moraga
Fee: $250 for the complete series or $60 per session
For info: Contact Lydia Wiley at (925) 631-8124 or
<lwiley@stmarys-ca.edu>, or visit <http://www.stmarys-
ca.edu/academics/schools/school-of-education/pro-
grams/saturday-seminars/index.html>

Online Resources from Grants to Technology Lesson Plans:

e Education World: <www.education-world.com>. Type o0grantso in search peld and select 6Grants for Education.é
e The Awesome Library: <www.neat-schoolhouse.org> Contains thousands of education resources and lesson

plan ideas.

= www.edlstop.net: Connecting educators to quality online resources in one stop, supporting teachers in doing what
they do bestfAteaching. The portal, a personal gateway to both subscription-based services and free education Web
sites, has been selected to help teachers meet state standards. All are NCLB compliant. It provides digital instructional
services, instructional tools, professional development activities, access to all the Contra Costa County library system
data bases and resources, and data management solutions, all through one site.

Dateline is distributed each month during the school year to all public schools
in the county by the Communications Ofpce. Information must be received by
the prst of the preceding month. Publication does not signify the Contra Costa
County Ofpce of Education endorses the event or program mentioned.
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