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ourses & Resources for Educators September 2008C
Educational Technology Classes

Build a Wiki	 All	
In this class you will use a free and easy-to-use 
Web site to create a wiki for your class or school.  
We will discuss safety issues, content, and ways 
to structure your wiki.

Date: Sept. 24, 4 - 6 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5722
Prerequisites: Basic computer skills 
Facilitator: Theresa Nierlich, CCCOE
Fee: $25 educators; $35 non-educators

Beginning Web Site Design & Management  			
                                                                 All
This class will address issues involved with Web 
site redesigning, or starting from scratch.  Vocab-
ulary and current methods will be explored with 
an emphasis on tips, tricks, and what is possible 
in Web design with limited resources and time.

Date: Sept. 30; 4 – 6 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5735
Facilitator: Eileen C. Walters, CCCOE
Fee:  $25 educators; $35 non-educators

PowerPoint I:  Creating a Basic 
Presentation for Beginners	 All
Learn the basics to start creating slideshows 
with PowerPoint.

Date: Sept. 23; 4 – 6 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5731
Facilitator: Eileen C. Walters, CCCOE
Fee: $25 educators; $35 non-educators

PowerPoint II: Dressing Up with Multimedia
	 All
Since you know how to build a PowerPoint 
presentation, now learn how to enhance your 
presentation with multimedia resources.

Date: Sept. 30; 4 – 6 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5732
Facilitator: Amy Geotina, CCCOE
Fee: $25 educators; $35 non-educators

SchoolNotes.com	 All
SchoolNotes.com is a simple and effective means 
to communicate school information to your 
education community. Complementing school 
Web sites by allowing teachers to post school 
information on the world-wide-web without 
worrying about HTML or FTP because there is 
no programming required!

Date: Sept. 16, 4 – 6 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5730
Facilitator: Kelly Laidley, CCCOE
Fee: $25 educators; $35 non-educators

Why Wiki	 All
Why a wiki?  Introduction to wikis and ways to
use them in a classroom or school.

Dates: Sept. 17, 4-5 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5721
Prerequisites: Basic computer skills
Facilitator: Theresa Nierlich, CCCOE
Fee: Free

A complete schedule of technology courses offered by the Contra 
Costa County Ofþce of Education Technology Systems is posted 
at <www.cocoschools.org/classes>.  Registration for these classes 
can be done at this site. All classes are held at CCCOE, 77 Santa 
Barbara Rd., Pleasant Hill, unless otherwise noted.  For COE 
classes only: Kelly Laidley, (925) 942-3451

Resources/Contests

Educator Resource Fair	 All
The Lindsay Wildlife Museum and the Contra 
Costa County Association of Science and Math 
Educators presents this special event for 

educators to connect with local resource provid-
ers, while getting a jump on planning the school 
year.  Learn about new math and science pro-
grams, look for ways to enrich your curriculum 
with a limited budget, discover local þeld trip 
opportunities, and much more.

Date & location: Sept. 22, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.; 
Lindsay Wildlife Museum, Walnut Creek
Fee: Free
For info: Contact Connie Loosli, (925) 627-2922 
or <cloosli@wildlife-museum.org>

School Drills

All School Shelter-in-Place Drill               All
Community Awareness Emergency Response 
(CAER) invites all schools to practice and 
improve their site emergency procedures for 
shelter-in-place by taking part in this 7th annual 
county-wide exercise.  Guidelines for this pro-
gram will be sent out to all districts and school 
principals this summer.  Schools can use the 
time for training, running brief drills, or con-
ducting more detailed emergency exercises.  

Date: Nov. 5; 11:00 a.m.
For info: Call 888-972-2237 or visit 
<www.cococaer.org>

Grants

County Technology Academy Grants      All     
The County Technology Academy Grants 
(CTAG) are sponsored by the Dean and Marga-
ret Lesher Foundation.  These grants support 
curriculum development efforts that increase the 
infusion of technology to result in improved stu-
dent performance.  There will be an information-
al meeting for those interested, scheduled for the 
afternoon of Oct. 15. This is an $8,000 grant.

For info: Contact Amy Geotina, CCCOE, at 
(925) 942-3441; <ageotina@cccoe.k12.ca.us>; or 
visit <www.cocoschools.org/ctag>
Deadline: Dec. 2

Interactive Community News Grant RFA	
	 All
The Interactive Community News Grant is a 
project-based activity for students to build writ-
ing, literacy, and publishing skills by creating 
a newspaper that is comprised of articles from 
students throughout the county.  There will be 
an informational meeting for those interested, 
scheduled for the afternoon of Oct. 6.  Winning 
proposals will receive up to $2,500 in equipment 
and materials to support the project.

For info: Contact Amy Geotina, CCCOE, at 
(925) 942-3441; <ageotina@cccoe.k12.ca.us>; or 
visit <www.cocoschools.org/ctag>
Deadline: Nov. 5

Toshiba America Foundation                                                  	
                                   K-6 Science & Math
Toshiba America Foundation’s Grants Program 
for K-6 Science & Math Education grants will be 
offering a number of grants, worth up to $1,000, 
for grade-school math or science teachers who 
want to provide special in-class learning projects 
that would take place over at least three class 
sessions.
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Toshiba American Foundation (continued)

Deadline: October 1
For info: Contact (212) 596-0620 or visit 
<www.toshiba.com/tafpub/jsp/home/default.jsp>

Upcoming Events/Field Trips

Constitution Day	      	  All
A 2005 act of Congress states that all educational institutions 
receiving federal funding must observe September 17 as 
Constitution Day, which celebrates the 1787 signing of our 
founding document.  According to the guidelines put forth 
by the Department of Education, teachers and schools are 
free to design Constitution Day programming that best ad-
dresses the needs of their students.  Constitutional Rights 
Foundation (CRF) is pleased to present a series of free online 
lessons, resources from the CRF catalog, and Internet links to 
help educators design their own Constitution Day program.

Date: Sept. 17
For info: Visit <www.crf-usa.org/constitution_day/consti-
tution_day_home.htm>
 

We the People                                                        All
The Museum of the San Ramon Valley will be offering a very 
timely and educational exhibit titled: We the People: A Century 
of Political History in the Valley 1900-2000.  This entertaining, 
informative, and fun presentation is a perfect family outing 
or class þeld trip.  

Dates and location: Aug. 5 - Sept. 27, Danville
Fee: Free
For info: Contact (925) 837-3750 or visit 
<www.museumsrv.org>

Professional Development/Workshops

2008 California Science Education Conference		
                                                 Science teachers K-12
This is California’s premier annual professional develop-
ment conference for science educators.  There will be speak-
ers, hands-on workshops, þeld courses, exhibits, and plenty 
of resources to take back to the classroom.

Dates and location: Oct. 30 - Nov. 2; held at the San Jose 
Convention Center
Fees: Numerous rate options, check conference application
For info: Contact (916)979-7004 or visit 
<www.cascience.org>
 

Affordable Computer Training                                All
Looking to sharpen up your computer skills?  The Regional 
Occupation Program’s (ROP) Training Center continues to 
offer full- and part-time Microsoft Ofþce and Web Design 
and Development classes to all adults and high school stu-
dents who live anywhere in the San Francisco Bay Area.
Whether you are new to computers or an experienced com-
puter professional, the ROP Center has a program for you, 

at a very reasonable price.
Dates and location:  Multiple dates; ROP Training 
Center, 399 Taylor Blvd.,  Ste. 110, Pleasant Hill
Fee: $60 per nine-week session
For info: Contact (925) 942-3436 or visit
< www.jobskillsnow.com/>

5th Annual Young Children’s Issues Forum 2008	      All
Sponsored and organized by the Contra Costa Local Plan-
ning Council for Child Care and Development, this annual 
community meeting focuses on current children’s issues.  
The event’s format is semi-casual, inviting and conducive to 
conversation and networking.  A panel of legislators, local 
ofþcials, and guest presenters share their views on childrenõs 
issues.  This program will also provide an opportunity for 
the audience to ask the panel questions for additional discus-
sions.

Date & location: Oct. 4, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., continent 
breakfast will be served at 9:30 a.m.; location TBA, (will be 
determined by early Sept.)
Fee: Free 
For info: Contact Ruth Fernandez, CCCOE, (925) 942-3413 
or <rfernandez@cccoe.k12.ca.us>
 

California Subject Examination Test (CSET) Prep Course	
	                                                             Teachers K-12
The CCCOE is offering test preparation courses geared to-
wards helping individuals as they prepare to take the CSET 
exam.  Courses cover content and test-taking strategies.  Fall 
courses are offered in the following areas: Multiple Subjects, 
Single Subject English, Single Subject Math, Single Subject 
Science, and Single Subject Social Science.

Dates and locations: Multiple offerings between the dates 
of Sept. 16 and Oct. 28, 5-8 p.m.; held at the CCCOE, 
Pleasant Hill and the Solano County COE, Fairþeld
Fees: $70, six-hour course; $105, 9-hour course; $140, 12-
hour course; $210, 18-hour course
For info: Contact Jean Wells, CCCOE, (925) 942-3386 or 
visit <www.cccoe.k12.ca.us/supe/hr/hr_cset.htm>

AB 430 Administrator Training Program  
                                                            Administrators
AB 430 is a State Board of Education-approved training 
program that focuses on developing the leadership skills 
necessary for administrators to implement a coherent, ef-
fective standards-based instructional program to improve 
student achievement, including understanding the school’s 
adopted textbook programs, developing professional learn-
ing communities, acting on assessment data, aligning þscal 
resources, providing teacher support, and using technology 
resources.  School districts that apply and are approved will 
receive a $3,000 reimbursement from the state for each prin-
cipal and assistant/vice principal who completes the train-
ing (3 modules/160 hours).  

Dates and location: The 2008 training schedules and sites 
are listed online, at <www.ab430region4.org>
For info: Contact Cheryl Hansen, CCCOE, (925) 942-3445 
or <chansen@cccoe.k12.ca.us>

Completion of AB 340 is accepted as Tier 2 for the Professional Administrative Service 
Credential.

Online Resources from Grants to Technology Lesson Plans:

Education World: <www.education-world.com>. Type ògrantsó in search þeld and select òGrants for Education.ó
The Awesome Library: <www.neat-schoolhouse.org>  Contains thousands of education resources and lesson  
plan ideas.
www.ed1stop.net:  Connecting educators to quality online resources in one stop, supporting teachers in doing what 
they do best—teaching. The portal, a personal gateway to both subscription-based services and free education Web 
sites, has been selected to help teachers meet state standards. All are NCLB compliant. It provides digital instructional 
services, instructional tools, professional development activities, access to all the Contra Costa County library system 
data bases and resources, and data management solutions, all through one site.
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