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ourses & Resources for Educators Summer 2008C
Educational Technology Classes

Creating Model Digital Activities	 All	
Teachers will develop, in a collaborative envi-
ronment, a standards-aligned classroom activity 
using resources from the ed1stop Web portal.  
The intent of this training is to encourage teach-
ers to work cooperatively to integrate digital 
media in their classroom curriculum.  Teachers 
will also learn how to use WebBlender and Im-
ageBlender software in this four-day class.

Dates: June 16-18, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., June 
19, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5712
Prerequisites: Intermediate computer skills 
and basic Internet and word processing skills
Facilitator: Eileen C. Walters, CCCOE
Fee: $65.

Thinkfinity: Training of Trainers	
	 K-12 teachers
Thinkþnity, a Web-based resource, makes it 
easy for educators to enhance their classroom 
instruction with lesson plans, interactive activi-
ties, and other online resources.  Thinkþnity also 
provides a wealth of educational and literacy 
resources for students, parents, and after-school 
program directors.  Participants will not only 
learn how to use this program for their own pro-
fessional use, they will also learn how to teach 
others how to incorporate Thinkþnity with their 
curriculums.  

Dates: June 19 & 18, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.; Class 
ID: 04-5706
Facilitator: Eileen C. Walters, CCCOE
Fee: Free

Photostory: Create Open House 
Presentations	 All
Learn how to use Photostory in the classroom as 
a tool to create engaging presentations, focusing 
on crafting your Open House program. 

Date: July 8, 1-3 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5693
Prerequisites: Basic computer skills and 
imagination
Facilitator: Amy Geotina, CCCOE
Fee: $25

Creating Biology Lessons that Integrate 
Technology	 7-12 teachers
Looking to integrate technology into your high 
school biology lessons?  Learn about Standards 
aligned resources, and see an example of how 
to create a Standards centered lesson plan that 
infuses technology resources.  Attendees will 
receive a lists of resources that can be incorpo-
rated with their lesson plans.  This is also a great 
networking opportunity for participating biol-
ogy teachers throughout the county.

Dates: July 14, 1-4 p.m.; Class ID: 04-5695
Prerequisites: Basic computer skills
Facilitator: Amy Geotina, CCCOE
Fee: $40

Technology and Science	 K-8 teachers
Technology engages kids, and can make the cur-
riculum accessible and interesting to even your 
most resistant students.  Learn ways to integrate 
technology into your science curriculum.  We 
will look at Web 2.0 tools, e.g., blogs and wikis; 
Internet resources; and Microsoft Ofþce activi-
ties that work with science courses.

Dates: July 14, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.; Class 
ID: 04-5694
Prerequisites: Basic computer and Internet 

skills, and an e-mail address
Facilitator: Amy Geotina, CCCOE
Fee: $40

Technology and Language Arts 
                                              K-8 teachers
Learn how to enhance your language arts in-
struction by incorporating technology with your 
lesson plans.  The class will demonstrate how 
Web 2.0 tools, e.g., blogs and wikis; Internet re-
sources; and Microsoft Ofþce activities can work 
with your current language arts curriculum.

Dates: July 22, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.; Class 
ID: 04-5682
Prerequisites: Basic computer and Internet 
skills, and an e-mail address
Facilitator: Theresa Nierlich, CCCOE
Fee: $40 

Google Earth (and Sky, Moon, and Ocean)	
                                                             All
Google Earth is a powerful tool for students and 
teachers.  Learn the basics of how to use the ap-
plication, and see examples of how teachers are 
using it with their curriculum.

Dates: Aug. 7, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.; Class 
ID: 04-5688
Prerequisites: Basic computer and Internet 
skills, and an e-mail address
Facilitator: Theresa Nierlich, CCCOE
Fee: $25 educators; $35 non-educators

Back to School for the Digital Age	 All
Bring your Back to School Night classroom 
presentation into the digital age.  Learn how to 
use PowerPoint to easily create a memorable 
and impressive Back to School program, while 
looking like a tech genius.

Dates: Aug. 12, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.; Class ID: 04-
5697
Prerequisites: Basic computer and internet 
skills.
Facilitator: Amy Geotina, CCCOE
Fee: $40

A complete schedule of technology courses offered by the Contra 
Costa County Ofþce of Education Technology Systems is posted 
at <www.cocoschools.org/classes>.  Registration for these classes 
can be done at this site. All classes are held at CCCOE, 77 Santa 
Barbara Rd., Pleasant Hill, unless otherwise noted.  For COE 
classes only: Kelly Laidley, (925) 942-3451

Resources/Contests

East Bay Community Foundation            All
The East Bay Community Foundation is the 
leading resource for information about charita-
ble giving and community needs in the East Bay 
region.  The East Bay Community Foundation 
connect community donor interest to communi-
ty needs and opportunities, using their commu-
nity knowledge and leadership.  They maintain 
an impressive list of numerous donor, scholar-
ship, partner, and foundation grants, along with 
many other resources that will help you fund 
your classrooms and programs.

For info: Contact (510) 836-3223 or visit 
<www.eastbaycf.org> 

Parks Express	 All
Parks Express is a program of the East Bay 
Regional Park District that provides low-cost 
transportation for low-income groups in 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties to visit the 
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Parks Express (continued)

East Bay Regional Parks.  Schools may attend Natural Edu-
cational Programs offered by the park district or create their 
own programs.

Deadline: Applications are welcome throughout the year
Contact: (510) 544-2205

School Drills

Drop, Cover, and Hold On Earthquake Drill	             All
October 21, 2008, marks the 140th anniversary of the 1868 
Hayward Earthquake, which was the þrst great San Francis-
co earthquake and one of the most damaging earthquakes in 
our nation’s history.  The 1868 Hayward Earthquake Alliance 
is presenting this inaugural event to work with schools in 
providing them with educational opportunities on how staff, 
faculty, and students can be better aware and prepared for 
earthquakes 

Date: Oct. 21; 10:00 a.m.
For info: Contact Susan Garcia at (650) 329-4668 or 
<garcia@usgs.gov>, or visit
<1868alliance.org/prepare/drill>

All School Shelter-in-Place Drill                               All
Community Awareness Emergency Response (CAER) invites 
all schools to practice and improve their site emergency 
procedures for shelter-in-place by taking part in this 7th an-
nual county-wide exercise.  Guidelines for this program will 
be sent out to all districts and school principals this summer.  
Schools can use the time for training, running brief drills, or 
conducting more detailed emergency exercises.  

Date: Nov. 5; 11:00 a.m.
For info: Call 888-972-2237 or visit 
<www.cococaer.org>

Grants

DonorsChoose.org Web Classroom Funds			   All
DonorsChoose.org is a simple way to provide students in 
need with resources that our public schools often lack.  At 
this not-for-proþt Web site, teachers submit project propos-
als for materials or experiences their students need to learn. 
These ideas become classroom reality when concerned indi-
viduals choose projects theyõd like to fund.

Deadline: Open
For info: <www.donorschoose.org/locale3>

Upcoming Events/Field Trips

Career-Focused Summer Camps                           	
                                             Incoming H.S. jrs. & srs. 
The CCCOE and the Contra Costa Economic Partnership 
(along with numerous professional partners) will once again 
be producing three outstanding hands-on education career 
camps offered to incoming high school juniors and seniors 
this summer.  Students will be able to put their previous 
classroom, shop, and laboratory education to use as they 

expand their interests in these three subjects: construction
and engineering, environmental sciences, and biotechnology.

Dates & Locations: Construction and Engineering, June 
16-20, Diablo Valley College, Pleasant Hill; Environmental 
Sciences, June 23-27, Delta Diablo Sanitation District, An-
tioch; and Biotechnology, July 7-11, CSUEB, Concord 
Fee: $50 Biotechnology Camp, $50 Construction and 
Engineering, and Free Environmental Sciences
For info: Contact Louise Barbee, CCCOE, (925) 942-3385 
or <lbarbee@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, or visit
<http://www.cocosummercamps.org>

Professional Development/Workshops

BAWP Summer Workshops for Teachers                 All
This summer join your local colleagues in workshops that 
are teacher-centered, interactive, and collaborative at the
Bay Area Writing Project (BAWP) Summer Workshops for 
Teachers.  Explore and question, write and revise, read and 
discuss.  Recharge your batteries by learning with other 
teachers.  This year’s nine one-week and two-week work-
shops will be led by BAWP teacher consultants, who are 
experienced classroom teachers with special expertise in the 
teaching of writing.

Dates and locations: Multiple dates during the summer; 
U.C. Berkeley, Oakland, and San Francisco
Contact: Paul Cunningham, (510) 642-4544 or visit
<www.bayareawritingproject.org> 

California Subject Examination Test (CSET) Prep Course	
	                                                             Teachers K-12
The CCCOE is offering test preparation courses geared to-
wards helping individuals as they prepare to take the CSET 
exam.  Courses cover content and test-taking strategies.  
Summer courses are offered in the following areas: Multiple 
Subjects, Single Subject English, Single Subject Math, Single 
Subject Physical Education, Single Subject Science, and 
Single Subject Social Science.

Dates and location: Multiple offerings between the dates 
of June 3 and Sept., 5-8 p.m.; held at the CCCOE, 
Pleasant Hill
Fees: $70, six-hour course; $105, 9-hour course; $140, 12-
hour course; $195, 18-hour course
For info: Contact Jean Wells, CCCOE, (925) 942-3386 or 
visit <www.cccoe.k12.ca.us/supe/hr/hr_cset.htm>

Teachers at the Center: The Asilomar Conference      
	                               Pre-K - College English instructors
English teachers remain central to American education.  For 
58 consecutive years they have been attending the Asilomar 
conference for teachers of English, pre-school through gradu-
ate school.  Thirty-six diverse study sessions are currently of-
fered for teachers to consider, including presentations made 
by Stanford Professor Linda Darling-Hammond, teacher and 
author Jim Burke, and 2007 California Teacher of the Year 
Alan Sitomer.  

Dates and locations: Sept. 26-28
Deadline: June 22
For info: Contact Alpha Quincy at <alphaq@aol.com> or 
visit <curriculumstudy.org>  

Online Resources from Grants to Technology Lesson Plans:

Education World: <www.education-world.com>. Type ògrantsó in search þeld and select òGrants for Education.ó
The Awesome Library: <www.neat-schoolhouse.org>  Contains thousands of education resources and lesson  
plan ideas.
www.ed1stop.net:  Connecting educators to quality online resources in one stop, supporting teachers in doing what 
they do best—teaching. The portal, a personal gateway to both subscription-based services and free education Web 
sites, has been selected to help teachers meet state standards. All are NCLB compliant. It provides digital instructional 
services, instructional tools, professional development activities, access to all the Contra Costa County library system 
data bases and resources, and data management solutions, all through one site.

•
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